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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


It is always interesting to know what Veterinarians 
are doing in other countries, especially in English- 
speaking countries, where men holding our diploma 
are in practice. Only a few years since the profes- 
sion was represented in Manitoba by a few widely 
scattered practitioners. The best of these formed 
a Veterinary Association, and this voluntary society 
has now developed into a state-recognised body. 
Last March the Veterinary Association Act became 
law, and its clauses provide for the practitioners in 
Manitoba all that we obtain from our Act and Char- 
ters, and a little more. It incorporates the members 
of the Veterinary Association under that name 
and grants powers for the formation of a Veterinary 
School. The members of the profession are to be: 
lst, Graduates of the new school; 2nd, Members of 
the Veterinary Association of Manitoba; 3rd, Holders 
of recognised diplomas—“ on passing such an exam- 
ination as the Council may prescribe.” Home mem- 
bers should note this, as their diploma will not 
enable them to practice except after some test of 
their ability. 

The Act provides for a Council and for a 
President, Vice-President, and Treasurer, who are 
to be selected from the elected Councilmen—an 
improvement upon our method. Some of the clauses 
of the Act are very liberal to the profession, and 
grant privileges that we at home can only envy. 
Any person registered, and no other, shall be entitled 
Veterinary Surgeon; no person shall be appointed 
a district veterinarian, or as Veterinary Surgeon in 
any branch of the public service unless registered ; 
any person calling himself a Veterinary Surgeon 
“‘or who prescribes or adi.inistrates medicine for 
animals for hire, gain, or hope of reward,” is guilty 
of an offence under the Act, and liable to penalties 
extending from 20 dollars fine to four months im- 
prisonment. The ever-extending acknowledgement 
by States and peoples of the importance of the 
veterinary art is most gratifying, but all increase of 
privileges entails increase of duties. At home our 
progress has been very rapid, and it behoves us to 
move with the times, to shake of any impediments 
to our professional advance, and to see that our 
graduates are thoroughly efficient for the duties 
imposed upon them. 


Amongst our correspondence this week will be 
found a letter from Mr. Dollar enclosing a copy of 
his letter to the Council—that dreadful letter which 
so upset the propriety of our respectable representa- 
tives. The profession can now judge whether it is 


Mr. Cartledge also favours us with a letter. He 
refers to two matters. As to the Committee of the 
Farriers’ Company, we did not object to the result 
but to the manner in which it was arrived at. No 
one disputes the power of the Council to elect whom 
they prefer, but it is unusual to throw a man ofa 
Committtee on which he has acted with the appro- 
val of the Council, and it is unprecedented to do so 
because another man openly declines to sit with 
him on account of some private personal feeling. 
Mr. Cartledge knows that it was twice proposed to 
adopt the President’s selection, and that a show of 
hands would havecarried it. His tact, inasserting that 
the ballot ought to be employed, provided the op- 
portunity so much desired. As to Mr. Dollar’s 
letter which had not been read when Mr, Cartledge 
at the Council meeting volunteered the statement 
that it “was a matter with which the Council had 
nothing todo” he now informs us that he “did 
kuow the sense of the letter.” He does not inform 
us. how he obtained his information—whether by 
intuition or somebody’s breach of confidence. He 
cannot have access to documents or papers other 
than that possessed by ordinary members of Coun- 
cil? As to the letter itself, we need not defend it, 
but we may explain it for the benefit of those 
who have not considered the issues involved. It 
complains that an examiner abused his position by 
instituting a comparison between two men who had 
been before him officially—-a comparison no one 
could have made except an examiner. It must 
surely be evident to anyone not blinded by pre- 
judice that if an examiner—for any motive, good or 
bad—is allowed to compare the marks of men who 
come before him and to publish his comparison, 
great injury is likely to be done to the profession, 
and that if the examiner happens to be untruthful 
some injury may be done to individuals. Is such 
conduct not an offence? Is not the Council the 
proper body to complain to? Is it not the duty of 
Council to consider calmly such a complaint ? When 
Mr. Cartledge can refer to any other College or Uni- 
versity of which an examiner has been guilty of 
such conduct we may acknowledge the justice and 
fairness of the Council’s action, |The moral of the 
whole matter is, that so long as 30 per cent of the 
Council are on the Examining Board we need ex- 
pect no consideration of complaints against exami- 
ners. As to our reporter’s short hand notes being 
less reliable than Mr. Cartledge’s memory, it may 
be so, and we adopt the conventional courtesy of 
aceepting Mr. Cartledge’s “belief” “The report 
which appears elsewhere differs from yours.” Quite 
so, the observation is not original, and the fact is 





intemperate, uncivil or libellous. 


in our favour. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


CHLOROFORM IN DIFFICULT PARTURITION 
By Tuos. M. M’Connett, M.R.C.V.S., Wigtown, N.B. 





Thanks to the late Sir William Maxwell, Bart., 
who during the latter years of his life would allow 
no operation of a painful nature to be performed on 
any of his horses without their being under the in- 
fluence of chloroform, I was forced to administer 
this drug about twenty years ago, and after seeing 
the inestimable benefits to be derived from. its use 
have continued to use it extensively ever since in 
all operations of a tedious, difficult or delicate 
nature, more especially in operating on blood stock. 

I was highly amused with Dr. Fleming a short 
time back in describing his operation for thecure (?) 
of roaring, taking credit for this operation being 
the means of practically showing the utility of 
chloroform. I think he claimed to have chloroformed 
seventy horses without an accident. Why, | had 
administered the drug to hundreds of horses, besides 
cattle and dogs, without a single fatality before his, 
now discredited operation, was ever heard of, and I 
have no doubt lots of my professional brethren had 
done the same. 

I wonder, in the recent great Scotch and Irish 
dishorning trials that none of the very expert 
witnesses advocated the administration of chloroform 
before performing this the cruelest of all cruel 
operations. 

My object in writing this article is to impress on 
all who have never tried it the many advantages 
accruing from its use in all cases of difficult par- 
turition—especially in the mare. As before stated 
I have used chloroform extensively for about twenty 
years, yet it is only within the last six 1 commenced 
to give it in this class of cases. and | have been 
forced to the conclusion that however strongly 
humanity may dictate its use in other operations, 
utility as well as humanity commands it here. 
Many a time ‘have | regretted being so late in com- 
mencing its use, and I believe many a mare I have 
lust, and many fruitless hours’ work I have spent in 
consequence. 

MODE OF ADMINISTRATION, 


Needless to say that in all cases the patient must | 
be in a recumbent position; but in parturition 
cases the hind legs should not be drawn forward 
but merely fastened to the neck with ropes. By 
far the best and cheapest “inhaler” is a fine towel 
tolded six or eight ply thick, and I have no doubt 
that in time the profession will, like the sister one 
discard all patent ~ inhalers” and revert to the 
towel. When commencing its use 1 was in the 
habit, as was then the wont in human medicine, of 
giving it very slowly and allowing a large admix- 
ture of air; later, 1 “rushed” it as fast as I 
could, but I now adopt a middle course. I allow 
about the first half ounce to be inhaled by o 
nostril, and then “rush” the remainder b noth, 
I‘find this method considerably moderates the vio- 
lent struggling invariably witnessed if given by 





both nostrils from the start. 


operation lasts. 


returning consciousness. 


and she made a splendid recovery. 


latter quantity administered with the ingress of as 


| little air as possible) and nearly half-an-hour in 


time before death ensued. 

Although the first and principal advantage I claim 
for the use of chloroform is saving life and pain 
to the animal, yet there is another advantage which 
cannot be overlooked, that is, the greatly reduced 
labour and pain to the operator. I venture to 
affirm that besides delivering in presentations, which 
without its aid be could not possibly do, and deliver- 
ing in other cases in half the time, the operator, 
when the abdominal and uterine contractions are 
absent, can work more than double the time, tv 
much better purpose, and with but a tithe of the 
paralyzing agony. 


FOREIGN BODY IN THE THORAX OF A COW. 
By ArcutBiLp Renrrew, M.R.C.V.S. 


I was interested in a case which recently came 
under my notice, a short description of which may 
not be without interest to the readers of your valu- 
able paper. 

On the morning of Thursday, 17th July, the at- 
tention of Mr. James, veterinary surgeon, Corsham 
(to whom I am assistant), was called by letter to 
cow, some seven miles off, having a piece of wire 
protruding through the skin behind the left fore leg. 
Being otherwise importantly engaged, Mr. James 
entrusted the case to my charge, and on arriving a 
the place I found the owner had, with difficulty. 
succeeded in extracting the foreign body, which 
consisted of a complete rib of an umbrella, 21} 
inches in length, having the hinged cross-piece, 
which goes towards the shank of the umbrella, 
inches long, still attached. ‘I'here was also attached. 


Whilst for ordinary 
operations one and a half to three ounces will gener- 
ally suffice to produce complete insensibility to 
pain; in parturition cases, in order to completely 
control the * pains,” from three to five ounces will 
be required, and this must be supplemented with 
half-ounce doves at short intervals, so long as the 
The best index as to the animal 
being sufficiently under its influence is the eye. 
Whenever the eye ceases to move on being tonched 
by the finger, the towel must be removed for a time, 
and re-applied whenever there is the least sign of 
As exemplifying the 
length of time an animal may be safely kept under 
its influence, I may state that in the case of a mare 
with fore-foot presentation, | had her completely 
under its influence for about three hours, the quan- 
tity ot chloroform used being twenty-four ounces, 
In another case 
(breech presentation), after nearly two hours work, 
I managed to extract the foal, but found there was 
a rupture of the uterus and the bowels protruding. 
I therefore got the owner’s consent to destroy the 
mare with chloroform, and although she was then 
deeply under its influence, having consumed about 
sixteen ounces, it required ten ounces more (the 
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to the outer extremity of the rib by a piece of | extraordinary symptoms were shewn. The merit of 
thread avery small portion of the former cover of | the thing is this, that I have just had a recovery in 
the umbrella, this end coming out first. /a cow affected for the fourth time with ere 
The history of the case was follows :—A fortnight apoplexy! She was, and is, the property of H. R. 
previous to the date mentioned. for one whole day, Freshfield, Esq., of Kidbrooke Park, near East 
the cow refused to eat, and gave but little milk; Grinstead. On each occasion she reached the coma- 
subsequent to this she behaved quite naturally, until tose stage, remaining on the ground several days. 
Wednesday, 16th July, on the morning of which |1 have seen recoveries a second and even a third 
she again refused to eat, ceased to ruminate, be- time, but never before have I known or heard of a 
came hurried iu her respirations and restless. Get- fourth recovery, and should much like to know if 
ting no bett2r by the afternoon, the owner, on a, others have met with such a case. 
further examination, discovered the swelling men-| Only a few weeks ago, a gentleman, whose name 
tioned and the piece of wire visibly projecting I forget, wrote on the subject of parturient apoplexy, 
from it. After dispatching the letter to Mr. James, and I thought that the bold contradiction he gave to 
he perceived that he could move the wire up and | the old established and generally accepted treatment 
down for some distance with ease, and so endeav- with stimulants would have elicited a reply from 
oured to pull it out. It came about half way without some leading light in the profession. I have since 
much traction, but here some considerable force had had three cases of parturient apoplexy, and treated 
to be applied before it was finally dislodged, the; them on this plan with K Br., ete. Of these, two 
hinge of the crosspiece being the cause of the diffi- recovered, the third was in extremis on my arrival, 
culty. and should not really count. Mr. Stock, F.R.C.V.S., 
The following morning, when I first saw the cow, of Lewes, had already expressed the same opinion to 
she was still hurried in her breathing, but accord- me, as to the inutility of stimulants, and advised the 
ing to the owner’s statement not so much so as she very same treatment as your correspondent. 
had been the previous day ; temperature 1032. pulse Tt is to be hoped that sscutlenam engaged in 
72, but willing now to drink some gruel. The, dairying districts will give sedative treatment a 
orifice I found situated at the posterior aspect of the trial, and let us know their experience through your 
sternum, about two inches to the left of the mesian valuable columns. We cannot all write well, but 
line. I could pass a probe to the depth of seven, we can make, or help to make, the Veterinary 
inches in a forward and upward direction. From | Record a medium for reference and mutual help in 
the ppp ou being enlarged, a considerable quan- advancing the general knowledge by recording our 
tity of pus was discharged. After cleansing and | individua] experience. 
dressing it, I prescribed stimulants and sloppy food. | - 
The cow progressed so favourably that on the fol- 
lowing Tuesday (22nd), when visited by Mr. James | ILLEGAL TITLES. 
and myself, her temperature and pulse were normal, | —_—_——_ 
i breathing but little affected, and she was both In 1844 a Royal Charter was obtained which de- 
eeding and milking fairly well. clared that the veterinary art was to be recognised 
£ From the direction of the wound I presume the /as a profession, and that the members of the said 
oreign body passed direct from the cesophagus with- _ profession were to be “individually known and dis- 
out ever reaching the rumen, making its exit from/tinguished by the name or title of veterinary 
the thorax at the ensiform cartilage. What sur-| surgeon.” 
prised me most was the comparatively little indis-| Jn 1881 an Act of Parliament provided that after 
position experienced by the animal, excepting | the year 1883 no person other than those whose 
ss the two days mentioned. I shall feel highly name is on the register of veterinary surgeons shall 
ps iged if some member will kindly give me his idea _take or use the title Veterinary Surgeon or Veterinary 
ge ing o possibility of such a body being in _ Practitioner or any name, title, addition, or deserip- 
soiak a or a fortnight without apparent dis- | tion stating that he is a veterinary surgeon, or a 
comfort to the animal. practitioner of veterinary surgery, or of any branch 
renee ; _| thereof, or is specially qualified to practice the 
same. 
” PARTURIENT APOPLEXY, . This clause might perhaps be clearei, but the 
y Harotp Leeney, M.R.C.V.S., East Grinstead. common sense explanation seems tu be that the 
paher "0 _ | word ‘ Veterinary’ is our trade-mark, and that no 
Pere invitation to practitioners to record cases in one else has a right to use it. We invented the 
M eir own language has happily been responded to | word when the first college was established in 1791 
py many who, like myself, see interesting cases but , and we stamped it with its present meaning. Ex- 
nv a time to write a scientific and exhaustive cept in application to the diseases of animals it has 
article—perhaps some of your correspondents find,|no meaning, and therefore when used either by 
too, that technical terms do not run o ‘the pen quite | itself or in conjunction with any other word it is 
80 gen as when they were fresher in theory and | intended to signify or suggest some special skill in 
= 80 ripe in experience. Praying you to accept | connection with the diseases of animals. ‘There is 
is —_ for my own shortcomings, and asking | only one criterion of special skill acknowledged by 
—_ ) ve gnu members” to take it as an en- | law—i.e., possession of a diploma, and registration 
ragement, | venture to record a case in which no | in the Register of Veterinary Surgeons. 
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We members of the profession describe ourselves 
as veterinary surgeons, veterinary practitioners, 
veterinarians, &c., and we describe the places in 
which we teach or work as veterinary colleges, 
veterinary establishments, veterinary infirmaries or 
by similar terms. In all these titles the significance 
lies in the first word, and it matters comparatively 
little what other word is conjoined to it. 1 hold 
that no ‘person not on the Register has any legal 
right to use the: word ‘veterinary’ in any way— 
either as directly descriptive of himself, or as de- 
scriptive of his place and thus indirectly of himself. 
“Veterinary Establishment” distinctly implies tnat 
the owner practises the veterinary art. ‘‘ Veterinary 
Dispensary” implies dispensing by one who possesses 
special veterinary knowledge, just as “ Veterinary 
Forge” implies attention to horses’ feet by a man 
possessed of special veterinary skill. 

What object can anyone have in using the word 
“ Veterinary ” as descriptive of himself or his busi- 
ness, except to suggest special skill in the preven- 
tion or treatment of sick or injured horses? The 
public is justified in supposing that the word 
* Veterinary” is only legally used by men who 
have studied and passed an examination. The word 
is accepted as proof of a man’s qualification, and it 
is only wrongly used: by men who hope to gain by 
falsely suggesting a special ea It was to 
guard against this that Parliament passed the 
Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, the preamble of which 
says ‘‘ Whereas it is expedient that provision be 
made to enable persons, requiring the aid of a 
veterinary surgeon for the cure or prevention of 
diseases in or injuries to horses or other animals, to 





| 


distinguish between qualified and unqualified prac- | 
| AS TO SOUNDNESS—ITS DIFFICULTIES AND 


titioners, etc.” 

It is worth noting that the words are not merely 
“for the cure” but “for the cure or prevention of 
diseases or injuries, ete.,” thus acknowledging 
wider services than merely therapeutical and surgi- 
cal ones. This wider view is also acknowleged 
again in clause 17, of the Act, which speaks of 
“ Veterinary surgery or any branch thereof,” 

If the Act and the Charters were not so consistent 
in their objects, and so definite in their language 
we might have had any number of evasions of the 
Act. “ Veterinary Trainer of Horses,” “ Veterinary 
Farrier,” “ Veterinary Chemist,” “ Veterinary Shep- 
herd,” are a few of the titles which might have 
been adopted as not infringing our legal desig- 
nation. So also might “ Veterinary Pharmacy.” 
* Veterinary Institute,” « Veterinary Forge,” “Vote. 


rinary Stable.” have been used as descriptive of | 


places in which the owners wished to suggest special 
veterinary qualifications were to be found. I think 
itis clear that all these titles are illegal uyless 
used by a person whose name is to be found on 
our Register. 

No matter how clear the law may be. there are 
always men to be found who, for gain or other 
motives, will break it, and others who will sail as 
close to its provisions as possible. It is for us ‘ 
see that our privileges are not stolen, and that the 
time, expense, and trouble expended in obtainin 
the right to use the word “Veterinary” are oa 











thrown away, as they would be if any one may use 
the word without regard to Examiners, or Charters, 
or Acts. It is seven years since the word became 
our sole property. Ilundreds of men with no other 
qualification but presumption use it daily, and our 
Council has not instituted a single prosecution, 
except when it has been conjoined to the word 
“surgeon.” This negligence is utter folly—neither 
fair to the members of the College nor to the 
public. The longer men are permitted to assume 
and use a title, the more difficult it becomes to de- 
prive them of it. Our rights and privileges cannot 
be upheld merely by protests and warnings; they 
must be proved and established in a court of law. 
The timorous mediocrities who are afraid of a legal 
repulse are courageous enough to bully and threaten 
when the expense is measured by a postage stamp. 
Many offenders have withdrawn in the face of a 
solicitor’s letter; but there are beld spirits who defy 
the College. and whose example will soon be fol- 
lowed. It is time our exact position was deter- 
mined, and a test case tried irrespective of cost. 
The only direction in which caution is required is 
in the selection of a thoroughly able counsel—by 
preference one who has acted for the Medical 
Council or the Pharmaceutical Society in some of 
their prosecutions. If we really have the right to 
the sole use of the word Veterinary, our Council 


should protect us; if we have not, let us sto» 


threatening men and go to Parliament again for 
further powers. W. H. 


THE EXAMINATION OF HORSES 


RESPONSIBILITIES, * 
By Professor J. WortLEy AXE. 


The subject to which I wish to direct your attention 
to-day is one of the highest importance to all interested 
in horses, and more especially to us as veterinary 
surgeons. 

‘The examination of horses as to soundness is a func- 
tion in which every one of us shares to a greater or less 
extent, and it must be admitted to have been hitherto 
the most remunerative branch of our practice. Like 
many other callings, it is one demanding for its efficient 
performance a large and varied experience of horses in 
general, as well as a full share of that higher technical 
training which scholastic study affords. The responsi- 
bility which attaches to this department of our work is 
daily becoming more and more recognised and insisted 
upon by those in whose interests we act. |The marked 
and rapid increase in the quality of our horse stock 
arising out of improved methods of breeding and a more 
painstaking system of rearing has very naturally and 
happily led to an increase in their value, and it is not 
overstating the case when 1 say that the best speci- 
mens of our horses have doubled in value in the past 
twenty years; and more than this, there are ten cus- 
tomers for a £500 horse to-day where only one could 
be found a quarter of a century ago. People are in the 
habit of saying that “good horses are scarce.” If by 





* Read before a meeting of the Royal Counties V.M.A., 
at Oxford on the 25th July. 
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that they mean that they are less numerous than they 
were at the time I have referred to, I have no hesitation 
in affirming the contrary. I believe that good horses 
of every description were never so plentiful, and at no 
time was there such a market for them as now. With 
an increase in value there has very naturally arisen a 
desire on the part of purchasers to guard themselves 
against imposition and the many possible disappoint- 
ments and losses which attach to the purchase of horses. 
It is mainly on this account that the services of the 
veterinary surgeon are now so much sore in request 
than they were formerly, but there is also a decided 
tendency on the part of dealers to evade the responsi- 
bilities of “ warranty,’ and to throw the onus of proof 
as to the soundness of horses on the veterinary expert. 
No one, of course, can complain of this wholesome depar- 
ture from a pernicious system of sale, which has invested 
horses and horse-dealing with such infamous repute 
and exposed so glaringly to public gaze the worst side 
of our professional character. I take it as a high com- 
pliment to the veterinary profession that purchasers so 
readily accept this new state of things. By so doing 
they have declared confidence in the integrity and skill 
of our craft, and itis a matter for congratulation that, 
whereas our law courts were formerly besieged by liti- 
gants seeking redress on account of real or supposed 
misrepresentation, such cases are now, comparatively 
speaking, rare. I cannot help but feel that this more 
satisfactory state of relations between horse-dealers and 
horse-buyers is, in a large measure, due to the services 
rendered by our profession in the exercise of their judg- 
ment as to soundness, and upon which purchasers are 
now content to rely without any guarantee from the 
vendor. It cannot, however, be overlooked as pre- 
viously observed, that this increase of public confidence 
and great advance in the price of horses, has brought 
with it a corresponding increase in our responsibilities. 
Circumstances which have recently occurred, in connec- 
tion with several members of our profession, have clearly 
demonstrated this. All of you are more or less familiar 
with the fact that serious claims have recently been set 
up against veterinary surgeons on account of losses sus- 
tained by reason, as it has been alleged, of their negli- 
gence or want of skill in the examination of horses as to 
soundness, In two or three instances large sums of 
money have been recovered, either by costly action at 
law or asthe result of adverse arbitration. A deep 
sense of insecurity in regard to this branch of our duties 
has in consequence been engendered throughout the 
profession, and it is with a view to afford an opportunity 
for an expression of opinion on this subject that I bring 
the matter before you to-day. No one who has had 
any experience in the examination of horses as to sound- 
ness can have failed to recognise the onerous and trying 
circumstances under which we are called upon to exer- 
cise this branch of our calling. _In no other profession 
with which I am acquainted is there a duty so peculiar 
in its nature, and so precarious in its consequences, as that 
of deciding upon the soundness or unsoundness of hor- 
ses. It is not with an inanimate machine. whose every 
part may be disconnected, scrutinised, and tested, that 
we have to deal, but a living, complex, ever-changing 
organism, exposed to and influenced by ever-changing 
conditions of environment and purpose, and in a too 
re measure also by the abuses of human vice and 
y. 

In proceeding to deal with this question, it is desira- 
ble at the outset to consider the nature of the duty in- 
volved, viz. the examination of horses as to soundness ; 
and in doing so we must first, I think, repeat the ques- 
tion so often asked— What is soundness / 

, byw | Justice Best, in the case of Best v. Osborne, 
ye it down that “ sound ” meant “perfect.” To this 
elnition I take no exception in the abstract, but if it is 





the standard to be recognised in dealing with horses, 
then it will be obvious at once that we, whose examina- 
tion is necessarily brief and limited for the most part to 
the superficies of the body and to locomotion, can no 
longer hope to speak with authority on the subject. 
The vital machinery of the animal organism is hidden 
away from us, and, save sv far as refers to objective phy- 
siological signs, cannot be scrutinised. I say, therefore, 
that this definition of soundness imposes on us a duty 
and responsibility which we are not warranted in ac- 
cepting. We cannot reasonably certify to the physical 
perfection of an animal whose essential parts we have 
insufficient means of examining. Further, such a defi- 
nition is so exclusive in its application to horses as prac- 
tically to dispose of the necessity for any examination at 
all, as such a thing as perfection, even in the accessible 
parts of a horse at the working period of life is quite 
phenomenal. 

Mr. Baron Parke (Coates v. Stephens), who may be 
regarded as a ruling authority, said that the word 
“sound” means what is expresses, namely, that the 
animal is “sound,” and free from disease at the time he 
is warranted “sound;” but the Baron violates and 
demolishes his own definition immediately when he 
admits, as he does, that disease is not inconsistent with 
soundness, for he says: “If, indeed, the disease were 
not of a nature to impede the natural usefulness of the 
animal for the purposes for which he is used... . it 
would not amount to an unsoundness.”’ 

Here then it is admitted that there are certain forms 
of disease which may be reconciled with the state we 
term soundness ; but the Baron only adduces one, and 
that is governed by the position which it occupies, and 
not by the nature and extent of the malady itself, 
as “if a horse hada pimple on his skin it would not 
amount to unsoundness ; but if such a thing as a pimple 
were on some part of the body where it might have the 
effect of impeding the natural usefulness, it would con- 
stitute unsoundness, ”’ 

Mr. Baron Alderson agrees substantially with Baron 
Parke. He says “Ifa horse is purchased to be used in 
a given way, the word ‘sound’ means that the animal 
is useful for that purpose; and unsound means that he 
at the time is affected with something which will have 
the effect of impeding that use.”’ 

According to these two eminent authorities, the es- 
sence of soundness is the capability of an animal to per- 
form (without let or hindrance) such work as it is best 
fitted to perform by virtue of its size, build, and general 
character. 

This discrepancy in the literal and legal sense of 
soundness, and the utter unfitness of either to the re- 
quirements of a rational and consistent system of horse 
inspection and certification, needs at this time our seri- 
ous consideration. Not only do difficulties meet us on 
the threshold of this branch of professional practice, but 
they continue at every stage to render the duty of ex- 
amination both onerous and precarious. The subjects 
with which we are called upon to deal, although present- 
ing a general uniformity of conformation, are, neverthe- 
less, widely divergent in those matters of detail to which 
our attention is specially directed in the course of an 
examination. It will be accepted as a truism that no 
two horses are alike in their physical proportions, and 
the same may be said in a large measure with regard to 
homologous parts of the same animal; and when the 
question is viewed from an anatomical standpoint, the 
reason of this latter discrepancy becomes at once ap- 
parent, inasmuch as no two bones in the body are 
exactly alike, and in many instances the difference is 
considerable and striking. Hence arise those strange 
anomalies in limbs and joints about which veterinary 
surgeons are so prone to differ in matter of opinion, 
as to the presence or absence of disease. One example 
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will suffice to illustrate what I mean, but this might be 
multiplied manifold. Nothing, perhaps, fills the vetert- 
nary surgeon with so much doubt, or involves him in greater 
difficulty than the inspection of horses’ hocks. This 
part of the animal, as with many others, presents such 
variety in its normal conformation, and in some instan- 
ces such unusual developements of its bony constituents 
as to render a differential diagnosis between health and 
disease a matter of the greatest uncertainty, even in the 
hands of our greatest experts. Rough or coarse hocks, 
as they are termed, by which we mean joints character- 
ised by great size,and lumpy or irregular surfaces, are 
frequently the subject of diverse opinion in the ranks of 
our profession ; and no one will say that such con- 
ditions do not often afford reasonable ground for 
the differences which so frequently arise. Indeed, we 
must admit that it is, in some instances, impossible to 
answer definitely the question put before us, as to the 
existence or non-existence of disease ; and if we would 
allow this simple admission of our fallibility in cases of 
doubt to supplant those positive assertions which are 
too often made, much trouble and no little credit which 
we now forfeit would be reserved to us. It cannot be 
too much insisted upon that there is a limit to the ex- 
perience and professional knowledge of the most able 
amongst us, and to recognise this is the first duty we 
owe to our profession and to ourselves. It is not, 
however, alone in regard to structure and conformation 
that trouble besets the path of the veterinary practi- 
tioner ; the presence or absence of lameness is a.point 
about which we, unfortunately, too often disagree, but 


here again, the discrepancy does not always, as would. 


appear from our critics, warrant the burning reflections 
which are sometimes heaped upon us by the uninformed. 
Nothing can be more obvious than the want of uni- 
formity in the gait or mode of progression displayed by 
different horses. While it may be allowed that in the 
majority of instances there is freedom, steadiness, and 
harmony of movement, this is by no means invariably 
the case. Those who, with myself, have the care and 
tuition of large numbers of students are deeply im- 
pressed with the strange and erroneous impressions 
which the various descriptions of normal action leave on 
the minds of those whose experience has not reached the 
adjusting stage, i.c. who have not yet learnt to appraise 
the influence of conformation in perfecting or disorder- 
ing the symmetry of action. This same discrepancy 
unquestionably prevails, though to a less considerable 
extent, in the higher ranks of our profession, and hence 
we find one eminent man regarding as lameness that 
which is assigned by another to what is generally ex- 
pressed as a peculiar gait ; and in this, as in the anoma- 
lies of conformation, it is often difficult, or even impos- 
sible, to positively assert which isin the right. Such 
differences of opinion, although unsatisfactory, are, I 
submit, inevitable under the circumstances sometimes 
before us, inasmuch as the fact, one way or the other, is 
incapable of proof. In illustration of the proposition 
now before us I need only refer to one or two conditions 
aflecting action in such a way as to render it misleading 
That state of the croup known as “ goose rump,” when 
existing In an exaggerated form, imparts to the action 
behind the appearance of lameness in one hisd limb 
when the horse goes from you, and in the other as he 
approaches you. The slight inclination inward of one 
fore-foot conveys the impression of lameness in the 
opposite limb. Straight shoulders and upright pas- 
terns, associated as they frequently are with short ae 
stilty action, tend to the belief of lameness of both for 
legs. ‘The hind limbs, set inordinately apart, occasi 7 
considerable oscillation of the body, and a sense of is i. 
_—s is — as affecting both fore-limbs, ™ 
AS with the organs. of. locomotion, so with tho 
respiration, the physiological phenomena vary —? 
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ferent animals, and in the same animal under different 
conditions. All of us have noticed how various are the 
breathing sounds emitted during exertion within the 
limits of health, and examples are not rare which appear 
to occupy the narrow borderland of disease. _It is here, 
again, that the question of soundness becomes essen- 
tially one of opinion, and it would be surprising, indeed, 
if under such delicate circumstances discrepancy did not 
arise among us. This being ‘so, I do not see any rea- 
son why doubtful cases should not be so represented to 
clients who are as capable as ourselves of recognising the 
fact that there is a limit to human knowledge and 
human art. I have always found that they appreciate 
a reasonable explanation of a difficult position, and are 
prepared to allow the same consideration to us as to 
others whose shortcomings in the practical business of 
life are not less conspicuous than our own. 

Diversity of opinion on individual cases is every now 
and again the result not of any want of care or profes- 
sional skill on the part of experts, but the natural out- 
come of the eccentricity of disease, over which they have 
no control. Very hard thiugs have been written and 
spoken of the veterinary profession because of this ab- 
sence of accord on technical matters. It is rarely 
allowed that a defect present to-day may soon disappear, 
or even be absent to-morrow, and that what was obvious 
to one man on a particular occasion may at a later period 
be non-existent, and consequently unobserved by another. 

The apparent inconsistency of conflicting testimony 
thus adduced by veterinary witnesses, even when the 
proverbial “ six on each side ”’ are engaged, is not always 
incapable of being reconciled with sound professional 
judgment and honorable conduct. Every one of 
moderate experience in veterinary practice can call ex- 
amples of sudden and brief lameness, and of temporary 
local manifestations of disease in horses recently certi- 
fied sound, which have led to conflict of opinion be- 
tween themselves and their confréres, and in not a few 
instances also to costly and discordant actions at law. 
But these discrepancies cannot reasonably be said to 
reflect on our ability as experts, arising as they do out 
of altered conditions of the animals themselves between 
one examination and another, and not from any dis- 
parity of judgment in the members of our profession. 
Differences arising out of this cause, however, between 
buyers and sellers might possibly be guarded against to 
some extent if veterinary surgeons would meet and con- 
fer together on the merits of the case, instead of emu- 
lating the example of ‘their clients by standing aloof 
from each other. Itis the interest of’ the lawyer to 
guard against approaches of this kind, and to drag into 
court their conflicting testimony; but it is the gain 
and duty of veterinary surgeons tu protect themselves 
from what the public may and do construe into exhibi- 
tions of professional and moral weakness. 

Besides the weaknesses to which horse-fiesh is heir, we 
have aiso to contend against other and more mischie- 
vous influences—the evil designs and shifts and tricks of 
unprincipled men, with which all of you are more or less 
familiar. In this connection our young recruits stan 
much in need of counsel and protection, and vigilance 
throughout our ranks must) be maintained if we are t? 
escape the subtle devices and pitfalls which beset our 
path. Added to all this, the conditions under which 
examinations as to soundness are conducted are fre- 
quently of the most unfavourable description. In the 
bustle of fairs, the showyard, and the auction mart there 
is much to distract attention and to try the capacity 
and confidence of the most astute of our professiol. 
Still no considerations of this kind are allowed to weigh 
against the responsibility involved in the undertaking. 

Great as are the difficulties, natural and imposed, wit 
which we have to contend in: the examination of horses, 

I fear we must admit ourselves blamable for much ° 
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that want of unanimity which brings us so frequently 
in collision with each other on professional matters. 
Whether that blame springs from a want of aptitude and 
skill, from the careless exercise of our calling, or from 
the perversity of our nature it is not for me to suggest ; 
but when we find differences of opinion expressed upon 
matters about which disagreement is not reasonably 
possible, the conclusion is irresistible that something is 
wrong in the profession itself, and for which the pro- 
fession alone is responsible. 

Turning to the responsibilities which attach to the ex- 
amination of horses, the first is in relation with our- 
selves, and requires that whatever we do in this, as in all 
other branches of our calling, shall be creditable alike to 
our professional and moral character ; and if perchance 
we fail in sustaining the one, we shall at all risks main- 
tain the integrity of the other. 

To our clients we are answerable for the efficient per- 
formance of the duty entrusted to us, and the sound- 
ness of any advice which we may venture to give him. 
In this connection I would observe that the action of 
our clients where adverse opinions are given in respect 
of the soundness of horses recently purchased is in a 
large measure determined by the representations of the 
veterinary surgeons, and the question of litigation, 
mutual settlement, or arbitration depends very much 
upon the manner in which such representations are 
made. I do not hesitate to say that large numbers of 
cases, which now find their way into our law courts to 
scandalise our profession and disgust our clients, might 
be brought to an amicable settlement if we individually 
would be less certain on points about which we are 
known to differ collectively. It is no uncommon thing 
to hear members of our profession fixing the duration of 
a splint, a spavin, or a curb, with all the confidence and 
authority of an eye-witness of the cause which induced 
it, and affirming with certainty on others matters of an 
extremely delicate and debatable nature. Now, I think 
many of our troubles, and those of our employers also, 
commence here. A man suffering under the disap- 
pointment of possessing a lame horse, whether that 
lameness arose antecedent or subsequent to purchase, is 
naturally eager to justify himself in sending him back, 
and it is no part of the veterinary surgeon’s duty to im- 
pose any obstacle in the way of such a course, but it is 
most desirable in the interest of the profession that any 
opinion he may express with regard to any ailment 
should be guarded by reasonable qualifications where 
such are necessary. It not infrequently happens for 
want of this precaution that the client obtains the infor- 
mation which his veterinary adviser should have im- 
parted to him at the cost of a vexatious lawsuit, or some 
brother practitioner, and with him the general body of 
the profession, is made to suffer for the omission. What 
appears to me to be desirable in order to guard ourselves 
from unnecessary responsibility is to be less certain in 
our statements as to matters of opinion, to be more open 
with our clients and our confréres, and to desire least of 
all that our emphatic judgment should be confirmed in a 
law court at the cost of others. In addition, we need 
thoroughness in our work, the adoption of improved 
methods of inquiry, close observation and careful com- 
parison of individuals, and individual parts, together 
with the exercise of ingenuity and patience. These are 
the qualities which will enable us to eliminate error and 
embrace the truths on which success depends in this as 
in all other branches of our pursuit. 











A Maeistrare’s Dicrum.—In reply to a charge of cruelty to 
a horse at Lambeth, the defendant declared that the horse 
had_-been turned out after treatment by a M.R.C.V.S.—Mr. 
Biron said he had seen the horse, and if the entire members 
of the College came forward it would not alter his opinion 
that it was a gross and shameful case of cruelty.—An ad- 
journment to call a veterinary surgeon was granted. 





VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 





The summer quarterly meeting of the Yorkshire 
Veterinary Association was held on Friday, the 25th ult. 
at the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds. The President, Mr. A. W. 
Briggs (Halifax) occupied the chair and amongst those 
present were Professor Pritchard, London ; essrs. J. 
S. Carter, Bradford: G. Carter, Keighley; J. M. 
Axe, Doncaster ; W. Lodge, Dewsbury; A. W. Mason, 
G. E. Bowman and A. McCormick, Leeds; H. Snarry, 
G. T. Pickering and G. Hardy, York; H. Pollard. 
Wakefield ; B. Smith and M. Robinson, Barnsley; J. 
Appleyard, A. E. Hanson, A. Gledhill and P. M. Walker, 
Halifax; H. Cooper, Hudderstield; S. Chambers, 
Kirkheaton ; G. Whitehead, Batley; D. Spilman, 
Ripon ; J. Clarkson, Garforth ; T. C. Toop, Knaresbro’ ; 
Jas. Cooke, Scarbro’; J. E. Scriven, Tadcaster, (Hon. 
Treasurer ;) W. F. Greenhalgh, Leeds, (Hon. Sec). 
Messrs. Pinder, Taylor, Evans and Kirk were present 
as visitors. 

The minutes of the last meeting were confirmed. 

The Hon.Sec. (Mr. W. F. Greenhalgh) announced 
that letters of apology had been received from Profes- 
sors Axe, Williams and Walley: Messrs. A. Taylor, 
Malcolm and Hunting. 


New MeEmMBERs. 


The following gentlemen were elected members of the 
Association. 

Mr. McLaren, proposed by Mr. Snarry, seconded by 
Mr. Bowman. 

Mr. Tuompson (Harrogate,) proposed by Mr. GREEN- 
HALGH. seconded by Mr. Scriven. 

Mr, JonatHan Rine@rose (Weaverthorpe,) proposed 
by Mr. Bowman, seconded by Mr. Snarry. 

Mr. Jas. Cooke (Scarbro’), proposed by Mr. Mason, 
seconded by Mr. Pickering. 


NoMINATIONS. 


Mr. W. F. GREENHALGH, nominated Mr, A, GLEDHILL 
of Morley; Mr. Snarry, Mr. F. 8. Syarry of Malton, 
and the President, Mr. A. Gledhill of Halifax, as candi- 
dates for election as members of the Association. 


VISITORS. 


Mr. Pickerine asked if medical men were eligible as 
hon. members of the Association. 

The Prestpent thought not, but he was sure they 
were always welcome to the meetings, as visitors, 
(hear, hear.) 

The Hon. Sec. read the rule bearing on the question, 
upon which Mr. Pickering gave notice that at the next 
meeting he would move that medical men be eligible for 
hon. membership. 

The PresipENT pointed out that a committee was 
about to be appointed to revise the rules and perhaps 
Mr. Pickering would leave the matter over. Mr. Pickering 
was understood to fall in with the suggestions of the 
President. 


THE PRroposep New CHARTER. 


The Hon. Szc. read a communication from the Cen- 
tral Veterinary Medical Society, asking that the opinion of 
the members of the Yorkshire V.M.A., might be given 
upon the question as to whether it was advisable or not, 
to have a New Charter. 

The Prestpent said the question had previously been 
discussed by them and he had no doubt they had all 
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made up their minds on the question. He therefore 


proposed to simply take a vote. 

In reply to Mr. Lodge, the hon. sec. read extracts 
from the paper “A New Charter, is it needed,” read 
before the Central V. M. S., by Mr. W. Hunting, on 
June 5th. a 

The question was then put and the President an- 
nounced that there were eight ayes and as many noes. 
That being the case he should give his vote in favour 
of the ayes. (Applause.) 

Rasies in Does. 


The Hon. Sec. read the following resolutions from 
the Central V. M.S. 

1.—“ That this meeeting, whilst recognising the possi- 
bility of animals other than the dog’ becoming the 
media of spreading rabies, is of opinion that in a 
large majority of cases, if not the whole, the de- 
velopement of this malady is due to the dog.” 

2—<That from abundant evidence gathered in our 
profession this meeting finds that effective muzzling 
is the most reliable method of stamping out the 
disease.”’ 

3.— It is advisable that all imported dogs be subjected 
to quarantine of six months.” 

4,—“ That partial or local muzzling of dogs for the pre- 
vention or eradication of rabies is inadequate.” 

The meeting confirmed the opinions arrived at by the 
C.V.M.5S., but added the following to clause 3 “ and 
that a strict system of registration be inforced and the 
licence fee increased.’ This was done on the motion 
of Mr. G. Carter, seconded by Mr. Lodge. 

Professor PritcHarp thought the clauses should be 
discussed seriatim and asked what the Central V. M.S. | 
intended doing with the opinions they and others 
arrive at, 

The Prestpznt remarked that they gave an honest 
opinion, and he did not see that it mattered what use 
was made of it, though he supposed it would be submit- 


ted to members of Parliament. Poa 


ade: . Lieetee| Honorary Members. ge er 8 

The Presipent said it was his pleasing duty to pro- 
pose that they elect Professor Pritchard a hon. member 
of their Association, and he thought it would meet with 
the approval and consent of all those present. —_Profes- 
sor Pritchard was a gentleman who had held some of 
the highest positions in the profession, and he thought 
in honouring him they would honour the society which 
elected him. (Hear, hear.) He wished also to propose 
Professor Walley of The Dick Veterinary College, Edinbro’ 
and all he had said with regard to Professor Pritchard 
applied to that gentlemen with equal force. They had | 
at present only two hon. members, Professors Williams | 
and Axe and he thought they might well add the names 


he had mentioned {= 2 et ee ie 
. eer Se a oe ald 2 


Mr. GREENHALGH seconded this and 
with enthusiasm. 

Professor Pritcnarv said it was an honour which he 
never expected, but which he nevertheless fully appre- 
ciated. He only trusted that the fact of his being 
added to their list of members, would lead to his attend: 
ing more meetings of the association and gathgrin 
more knowledge from the discussions he would have the 
pleasure of listening to sometimes, also, he might be 
able to add his little mite of information. ° (Hear, hear) 


t m \¢ 
a A New “ Derence” ASSOCTATION, 
> . > ; 

The } RESIDENT said the next matter for the meeting 
to dicuss was with reference to the Veterinary Benevo- 
lent and Mutual Defence Association. They would 
remember the matter came before them at the last meet- 


ing. He felt very strongly on the subj 
t ve ect, : 
the Defence Society had not been doing its oie 








a) } 


| with the association. 


members. At their last gathering they would 
remember it was proposed to form a new Society, to be 
called the Yorkshire and Geueral Veterinary Defence 
Society, the idea being to supersede the old Association, 
because of the unsatisfactory manner in which it had 
been carried on. In the first place they considered 
that the entrance fee of £5 was extravagant, in the next 
place they regarded the Association more asa “Settling” 
than a Defence Society, and that the demand of a deposit 
of £5 from any member of the association requiring 
assistance was utterly unjustifiable. (Hear, hear.) That 
meant if they wanted the help of the “ settling”’ society 
they must deposit £5 for their case to be considered : 
He hoped they would discuss the matter thoroughly and 
decide as to whether they should form a new association 
or send suggestions to the secretary of the existing asso- 
ciation. He observed that when the Defence Fund of 
the “ Settling”? Society amounted to £500, £400 was 
carried over to the Benevolent Fund, but it could not 
be carried back again to the defence or “settling” 
fund under any circumstances. If the association had 
to defend a case, such as the late one of Mr. Snarry 
which cost £600 or £700, what would they do? Cer- 
tainly they had a rule by which they could make a call 
upon the members, but was that, he asked, satisfactory. 
Should not a defence fund be a defence fund only, and 
not contributory to a benevolent fund. 

Mr. Mason remarked that as he made some remarks 
on the subject at the last meeting, perhaps he would be 
allowed to say something on the question. At the last 
meeting it appeared to him a promise was given that the 
old association would go over their rules and regulations 
with the view of revising them. Mr. Greaves said 
something to that effect, but so far as he (Mr. Mason) 
could see, the rvles &c., remained in exactly the same 
state as they were before. Let it be understood clearly, 
we did not wish to run any other society contrary to the 
old mother society, if it could possibly be avoided. It 
would be better for all if they could amalgamate on 
mutual lines. What Mr. Greaves proposed in his let- 
ler was really the sum and substance of the old rule 
with regard to the payment of an entrance fee of £5. 
He thought it was a preposterous thing to ask for a £5 
entrance. A good many young practitioners were not 
in a position to pay £5 down without inconvenience. 
Then the payment of £5 before the investigation of a 
case was simply ridiculous. If the old association did 
not move more rapidly in revising the rules, he thought 
there was ample room for the formation of an associa- 
tion on the general lines that had been laid down. 

Mr. WALKER expected to have seen Mr. Greaves at 


_the meeting, and to have had the opportunity of asking 


some questions, because he had lately had some friction 
He had been a member of the 
| Benevolent and Defence Association for 15 years, and he 
| had never been asked to take office, to vute for those 


Fi oe en | 
it was carried | who were to occupy office, or to vote for the distribution 


| of a shilling connected with it. He would like to ask 

Mr. Greaves who appointed him to the office of secretary, 
if it was a yearly appointment or a life appointment. 
| He thought the association was being conducted on 
wrong lines. They knew it was a well known fact in 
human nature that wherever there were a few people 
together, who did not mix with others they became nar- 
row in their views and ideas. So far as he could under- 
stand, this association had been in the hands of a cer- 
tain lot of people for a number of years, and he main- 
tained that it wanted the infusion of new blood and new 
ideas. He briefly alluded to the case of his which had 
| come before the association, and said he did not wish to 

desert the old society but he would be no longer a mem- 
ber of it if it was carried on as at present. He thought 


they ought to have a vote as to what the association was 
doing with their money. 





He was made a member of 





ihe Pia get te ' . Sis Ss, 


> concerned he had not been a member of the old associa- 


_them why. He was sure several cases they had had the 


asa“ young man” but as a fact he was 35 years old, 
» and had had a large experience. 


#24 in his pocket to appear at the Leeds assizes on behalf of 
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the association for £1 1s. and he failed to see why they 
should now beasked to pay ~5. He thought they 
ought to hold their meetings in London, Manchester, 
Liverpool and other places at different times, and the 
proceedings thus conducted from one centre to another, 
instead of in a hole-and-corner manner. Then there 
should be regulations as to the election of officers, and if 
this was done, and their ideas widened he believed the 
association would be a better and stronger one, and they 
would have something to fall back upon when it was 
required. With regard to the treatment of his case 
by the association, he could only say there never was 
a more shabby or dishonourable action. It was said he 
did not comply with the rules, buthe maintained he com- 
plied with all the rules he knew, and that was to pay 
(Laughter.) The members heard nothing about how the 
society was managed. They only heard about it at the 
annual dinner (Laughter.) They heard of the pathetic 
speech about some poor widow, and about the difficult 
position Mr. Greaves occupied, and that it was not a 
pleasant one (Laughter.) They certainly heard that 
time after time, but after all he held the position still 
(Laughter.) He held the reins still, and he (Mr. Walker) 
thought they ought also to have a change in the presi- 
dent, the secretary and the treasurer (Hear, hear). 
Professor PrircHaRp observed that as far as he was 


tlon and did not intend to become one. He would tell 


handling of had been perfectly muddled. He referred 





to the Murdoch case and said they brought down upon 
the profession by muddling the case, one of the worst 
things that ever happened to the profession in their time 


| (Hear, hear) and though Mr. Greaves had promised to | 


show him many times that they had not, he was yet | 
waiting to be shown how. Who, he asked, ever heard | 
of a veterinary surgeon being hauled up for damages be- 
cause he gave an honest opinion in an examination, be- 


fore that happened. The defendant had been described 


If that case had been 
properly managed it should have been taken before a 
igher court, where, he thought it would have been de- 
cided that if they gave an honest opinion they were not 
liable. What was the case now. He did not care how 
much ability they were blessed with, or how careful they 
might be, if they passed a horse sound, and he after- 
wards proved to be unsound, they were liable to be 
mulcted in damages. That was why he failed to see | 
the advantage of joining the association, and he thought | 
nobody was to blame for not joining it, until it was on 
a better footing (Hear, hear). 
Mr. Bowman said last year he was anxious to become 
a member of the old association and wrote for a copy of 
the rules. On reading them he became convinced at 
once the society was good for nothing at all, and he de- 
cided not to become a member. If they had £500 they 
put £400 into the benevolent fund. He was strongly 
of opinion they should form the Yorkshire and General De- 
ence Association. Hemight mention that he hadasubpwe- 





veterinary surgeon who was no more to blame than he 
Mr. Bowman) was. That gentleman might have to 
pay heavy damages, and if they had had an association 
uch as he advocated, they would have been of immense 

wer and weight. He proposed that the Yorkshire 
nd General Defence Association be formed. 

Mr. Pickerine thought it was necessary they should 
ave either some radical alterations in the old associa- | 
on or that they should form a new one. He thought | 





we they wanted nothing to do witha benevolent asso- 
lation. If they formed a new association and a mem- 
er found himself in any difficulty the president and | 
ome members might be called in to give their opinion | 


upon the case. There was no doubt hundreds of mem- 
bers would join the new association, and he thought the 
entrance fee should be £1 1s. and the annual subscrip- 
tion 10/6. 

Mr.H. Snarry seconded the proposition. He did not 
think they could come to terms with the old society, 
because they would not work to their views. 

Mr. G. Carrer said he had belonged to the old 
society from itsformation. It had been said that the 

eople who constituted the Board, had not been changed. 
Vell, for his part, he would be quite agreeable that 
someone should take his place. He was sure that he 
had paid his expenses to the Manchester meetings 
and also to other places for 25 years, wholely 
and solely for the good of the profession. He 
had paid a good deal more than £5 entrance fee 
and 10/6 a year, and the new members got the benefit 
of the long services of others as well as the protection 
also of the benefit and defence fund. 
A Voice: Yes, but you have been protected all the 
while. 

Mr. J. Carrer: Yes, no doubt I have—continuing 
Mr. Carter said with regard to Mr. Walker’s case it was 
to his knowledge never called before the committee at 
all. What was done was done through Mr, Greaves or 
some other officer. The committee was never called 
together about the case at all. That was his experience 
and he had been on the Council fora quarter of acentury. 

The Prestpent: If that be so the sooner we found 
a new Association the better. 

Mr. J. Carrer: There was no general meeting 
whatever concerning it. 

Mr. G. Carter: In what manner are the officers 
elected. 

Mr. J. Carrer: I have not studied the rules ex- 
actly, but I think myself the Society ought to take up 
the case. Whenever I have been called on in such a 
case, the case has been debated, and we have done what 
we thought best. 

The Prestp—nt: They were elected everyjthree years 
it says in the rules. 

Mr. J. Carrer: I think I was only there twice when 
they were elected. 

Mr. Pickertna: If we cannot get these rules al- 
tered to meet our wishes we should have a new society. 

Mr. G. Carrer said he was not a member of the old 
society, neither had he read over the rules. He did 


| not agree with these associations because he thought they 


conferred very little benefit on their members. In 
support of this view he cited the well-known old case of 
Murdock. He thought such an instance as that was 
sufficient to deter them from joining any defence society. 
He maintained that if a veterinary surgeon, a member 
of the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Association, found 
himself in a difficulty in any case, and then laid it clearly, 
candidly and fully before the association of which he 
was a member he would get all the assistance that under 
any circumstances he would be likely to receive. He 
added that whilst not believing in the old association 
he was not in favour of the new one. 


The Presipent: What about monetary assistance. 


Mr. G. Caxrer thought a man should be able to bear 
that himself. The case of Snarry was one they all 
knew of. That was a case probably without a parallel, 
beyond that he would say nothing. 

A member asked if the old association dealt with 
unjustifiable cases. 

The Prestpent: The Society says if you ask for our 
assistance you must deposit £5 and you must do that or 
leave it alone, just as you like. 

A member said his reason for asking was that in 
certain districts dealers and others brought pressure to 
bear upon veterinary surgeons for making examinations. 
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made up their minds on the question. He therefore 


Pay | proposed to simply take a vote. 
In reply to Mr. Lodge, the hon. see. read extracts 
from the paper “A New Charter, is it needed,” read 


alt before the Central V. M. S., by Mr. W. Hunting, on 
: June 5th. Se 
i The question was then put and the President an- 


nounced that there were eight ayes and as many noes. 
That being the case he should give his vote in favour 


of the ayes. (Applause.) 
Rasies in Dogs. 


The Hon. Sec. read the following resolutions from 
the Central V. M.S. 
1.— That this meeeting, whilst recognising, the possi- 
bility of animals other than the dog becoming the 
media of spreading rabies, is of opinion that in a 

‘ large majority of cases, if not the whole, the de- 
velopement of this malady is due to the dog.” 

2—* That from abundant evidence gathered in our 
profession this meeting finds that effective muzzling 
is the most reliable method of stamping out the 
disease.”’ 

%.—* It is advisable that all imported dogs be subjected 
to quarantine of six months.” 

4..—“ That partial or local muzzling of dogs for the pre- 
vention or eradication of rabies is inadequate.” 

The meeting confirmed the opinions arrived at by the 
C.V.M.58., but added the following to clause 3 “ and 
that a strict system of registration be inforced and the 
licence fee increased.’ This was done on the motion 
of Mr, G. Carter, seconded by Mr. Lodge. 

Professor PrircHarp thought the clauses should be 
discussed seriatim and asked what the Central V. M.S. 
intended doing with the opinions they and others 
arrive at, 

The PrReEsipeNnt remarked that they gave an honest 
cpinion, and he did not see that it mattered what use 
was made of it, though he supposed it would be submit- 


ted to members of Parliament. a 
* 


Geet . ieee) Honorary Members. Sige re Sy 

The Presipent said it was his pleasing duty to pro- 
pose that they elect Professor Pritchard a hon. member 
of their Association, and he thought it would meet with 
the approval and consent of all those present. —Profes- 
sor Pritchard was a gentleman who had held some of 
the highest positions in the profession, and he thought 
in honouring him they would honour the society which 
elected him. (Hear, hear.) He wished also to propose 
Professor Walley of The Dick Veterinary College, Edin bro’ 
und all he had said with regard to Professor Pritchard 
applied to that gentlemen with equal force. They had 
at present only two hon, members, Professors Williams 
and Axe and he thought they might well add the names 


he had mentioned {- ! te a 
‘ ~ Ser GENS, Me aed 2 


cee ; ; oe me 
DP etic nc mga seconded this and it was carried 

Professor PritcHary said it was an honour which he 
never expected, but which he nevertheless fully appre 
ciated. He only trusted that the fact of his idles 


added to their list of members, would lead to his attend. | 
and gathering” 


ig more meetings of the association 
—_ knowledge from the discussions he would have the 
ce he ae to sometimes, also, he might be 
able to a 1s little mite of i mati 

f information. (Hear, hear), 


oe ae A New “ Derence” ASSOCIATION, 
The PRESIDENT said the next inatter for the 1 
to dicuss was with reference to the Veterinary 
lent and Mutual Defence Association ; 
remember the matter came before them 
ing. He felt very strongly on 
the Defence Society had not bee 


1eeting 


They would 
at the last meet- 
the subject, as he felt 
n doing its duty to its 


Benevo- | 


members. At their last gathering they would 
remember it was proposed to form a new Society, to be 
called the Yorkshire and Geveral Veterinary Defence 
Society, the idea being to supersede the old Association, 
because of the unsatisfactory manner in which it had 
been carried on. In the first place they considered 
that the entrance fee of £5 was extravagant, in the next 
place they regarded the Association more asa “Settling” 
than a Defence Society, and that the demand of a deposit 
of £5 from any member of the association requiring 
assistance was utterly unjustifiable. (Hear, hear.) That 
meant if they wanted the help of the “ settling”’ society 
they must deposit £5 for their case to be considered : 
He hoped they would discuss the matter thoroughly and 
decide as to whether they should form a new association 
or send suggestions to the secretary of the existing asso- 
ciation. He observed that when the Defence Fund of 
the “ Settling” Society amounted to £500, £400 was 
carried over to the Benevolent Fund, but it could not 
be carried back again to the defence or “ settling” 
fund under any circumstances. If the association had 
to defend a case, such as the late one of Mr. Snarry 
which cost £600 or £700, what would they do? Cer- 
tainly they had a rule by which they could make a call 
upon the members, but was that, he asked, satisfactory. 
Should not a defence fund be a defence fund only, and 
not contributory to a benevolent fund. 

Mr. Mason remarked that as he made some remarks 
on the subject at the last meeting, perhaps he would be 
allowed to say something on the question. At the last 
meeting it appeared to him a promise was given that the 
old association would go over their rules and regulations 
with the view of revising them. Mr. Greaves said 
something to that effect, but so far as he (Mr. Mason) 
could see, the rules &c., remained in exactly the same 
state as they were before. Let it be understood clearly, 
we did not wish to run any other society contrary to the 
old mother society, if it could possibly be avoided. It 
would be better for all if they could amalgamate on 
mutual lines. What Mr. Greaves proposed in his let- 
ler was really the sum and substance of the old rule 
with regard to the payment of an entrance fee of £5. 
He thought it was a preposterous thing to ask for a £5 
entrance. A good many young practitioners were not 
| in a position to pay £5 down without inconvenience. 
| Then the payment of £5 before the investigation of a 
| case was simply ridiculous. If the old association did 
| not move more rapidly in revising the rules, he thought 
| there was ample room for the formation of an‘associa- 
| tion on the general lines that had been laid down. 
| Mr. Waker expected to have seen Mr. Greaves at 
| the meeting, and to have had the opportunity of asking 
| some questions, because he had lately had some friction 
with the association, He had been a member of the 

Benevolent and Defence Association for 15 years, and he 
had never been asked to take office, to vote for those 
who were to occupy office, or to vote for the distribution 
of a shilling connected with it. He would like to ask 
Mr. Greaves who appointed him to the office of secretary, 
if it was a yearly appointment or a life appointment. 
| He thought the association was being conducted on 
| wrong lines. They knew it was a well known fact in 
human nature that wherever there were a few people 
| together, who did not mix with others they became nar- 
| row in their views and ideas. So far as he could under- 
stand, this association had been in the hands of a cer- 
tain lot of people for a number of years, and he main- 
tained that it wanted the infusion of new blood and new 
ideas. He briefly alluded to the case of his which had 
come before the association, and said he did not wish to 
desert the old society but he would be no longer a mem- 
ber of it if it was carried on.as at present. He thought 
they ought to have a vote as to what the association was 
doing with their money. He wasmade a member 0 
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the association for £1 1s. and he failed to see why they 
should now beasked to pay ~5. He thought they 
ought to hold their meetings in London, Manchester, 
Liverpool and other places at different times, and the 
proceedings thus conducted from one centre to another, 
instead of in a hole-and-corner manner. Then there 
should be regulations as to the election of officers, and if 
this was done, and their ideas widened he believed the 
association would be a better and stronger one, and they 
would have something to fall back upon when it was 
required. With regard to the treatment of his case 
by the association, he could only say there never was 
a more shabby or dishonourable action. It was said he 
did not comply with the rules, but he maintained he com- 
plied with all the rules he knew, and that was to pay 
(Laughter.) The members heard nothing about how the 
society was managed. They only heard about it at the 
annual dinner (Laughter.) They heard of the pathetic 
speech about some poor widow, and about the difficult 
position Mr. Greaves occupied, and that it was not a 
pleasant one (Laughter.) They certainly heard that 
time after time, but after all he held the position still 
(Laughter.) He held the reins still, and he (Mr. Walker) 
thought they ought also to have a change in the presi- 
dent, the secretary and the treasurer (Hear, hear). 
Professor PrircHARD observed that as far as he was 
concerned he had not been a member of the old associa- 
tlon and did not intendto become one. He would tell 
them why. He was sure several cases they had had the 
handling of had been perfectly muddled. He referred 
to the Murdoch case and said they brought down upon 
the profession by muddling the case, one of the worst 
things that ever happened to the profession in their time 
(Hear, hear) and though Mr. Greaves had promised to 
show him many times that they had not, he was yet 
waiting to be shown how. Who, he asked, ever heard 
of a veterinary surgeon being hauled up for damages be- 
cause he gave an honest opinion in an examination, be- 
fore that happened. The defendant had been described 
asa“ young man” but as a fact he was 35 years old, | 
and had had a large experience. If that case had been 
properly managed it should have been taken before a 
higher court, where, he thought it would have been de- 
cided that if they gave an honest opinion they were not 
liable. _What was the case now. He did not care how 
much ability they were blessed with, or how careful they 


upon the case. There was no doubt hundreds of mem- 
bers would join the new association, and he thought the 
entrance fee should be £1 1s. and the annual subscrip- 
tion 10/6. 

Mr.H. Snarry seconded the proposition. He did not 
think they could come to terms with the old society, 
because they would not work to their views. 

Mr. G. Carrer said he had belonged to the old 
society from itsformation. It had been said that the 
people who constituted the Board, had not been changed. 
Well, for his part, he would be quite agreeable that 
someone should take his place. He was sure that he 
had paid his expenses to the Manchester meetings 
and also to other places for 25 years, wholely 
and solely for the good of the profession. He 
had paid a good deal more than £5 entrance fee 
and 10/6 a year, and the new members got the benefit 
of the long services of others as well as the protection 
also of the benefit and defence fund. 

A Voice: Yes, but you have been protected all the 
while. 

Mr. J. Carter: Yes,no doubt I have—continuing 
Mr. Carter said with regard to Mr. Walker’s case it was 
to his knowledge never called before the committee at 
all. What was done was done through Mr. Greaves or 
some other officer, The committee was never called 
together about the case at all. That was his experience 
and he had been on the Council fora quarter ofacentury. 

The Prestpent: If that be so the sooner we found 
a new Association the better. 

Mr. J. Carrer: There was no general meeting 
whatever concerning it. 

Mr. G. Carrer: In what manner are the officers 
elected. * 

Mr. J. Carter: I have not studied the rules ex- 
actly, but I think myself the Society ought to take up 
the case. Whenever I have been called on in such a 
case, the case has been debated, and we have done what 
we thought best. 

The PrestpEnt: They were elected everyjthree years 
it says in the rules. 

Mr. J. Carrer: I think I was only there twice when 
they were elected. 

Mr. Pickerinc: If we cannot get these rules al- 
tered to meet our wishes we should have a new society. 

Mr. G. Carrer said he was not a member of the old 








might be, if they passed a horse sound, and he after- 
wards proved to be unsound, they were liable to be | 
mulcted in damages, That was why he failed to see | 
the advantage of joining the association, and he thought | 
nobody was to blame for not joining it, until it was on | 
a better footing (Hear, hear). | 
Mr. Bowman said last year he was anxious to become | 
« member of the old association and wrote for a copy of | 
the rules. On reading them he became convinced at | 

once the society was good for nothing at all, and he de- 
cided not to become a member. If they had £500 they | 
™ £400 into the benevolent fund. He was strongly 
payee they should form the Yorkshire and General De- | 
= - eer He might mention that he hadasubpe- | 
net 48 pocket to appear at the Leeds assizes on behalf of | 
(Ms — surgeon who was no more to blame than he | 
pa +h vowman ) was. That gentleman might have to 
A ie damages, and if they had had an association | 
ouaee x “4 advocated, they would have been of immense 
and G ant —— He proposed that the Yorkshire | 
Mr — Defence Association be formed. 
hee “ + Near thought it was necessary they should | 
tion cert eome Tadical alterations in the old associa- | 
t that they should form a new one. He thought | 


society, neither had he read over the rules. He did 
not agree with these associations because he thought they 
conferred very little benefit on their members. In 
support of this view he cited the well-known old case of 
Murdock. He thought such an instance as that was 
sufficient to deter them from joining any defence society. 
He maintained that if a veterinary surgeon, a member 
of the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Association, found 
himself in a difficulty in any case, and then laid it clearly, 
candidly and fully before the association of which he 
was a member he would get all the assistance that under 
any circumstances he would be likely to receive. He 
added that whilst not believing in the old association 
he was not in favour of the new one. 


The PRESIDENT : What about monetary assistance. 


Mr. G. Carrer thought a man should be able to bear 
that himself. The case of Snarry was one they all 


| knew of. That was a case probably without a parallel, 


beyond that he would say nothing. 
A member asked if the old association dealt with 


unjustifiable cases, 
The Prestpent: The Society says if you ask for our 
assistance you must deposit £5 and you must do that or 


al " - : : : 
*’so they wanted nothing to do with a benevolent asso- | leave it alone, just as you like. 


Clati 
ation. If they formed a new association and a mem- | 


A member said his reason for asking was that in 


— himself in any difficulty the president and | certain districts dealers and others brought pressure to 
members might be called in to give their opinion ! bear upon veterinary surgeons for making examinations. 
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He wished to know if the Society was a cloak for them, 
or gave encouragement to unscrupulous practitioners. 

Mr. Lope was sure that neither the old nor the new 
association, if there should be one, would countenance 
such proceedings. They were simply institutions 
which would assist aman who made a mistake while 
acting to the best of his judgment. 

The proposition of Mr. Bowman was then put to the 
meeting and carried, Mr. J. Carrer alone voting 
against it. 

Mr. Bowman then proposed and Mr. Snarry seconded 
that the officers of the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical 
Association be appointed pro. tem., the officers of the 
new Defence Society. This was carried, but as Mr. | 
Lodge preferred not to act Mr. Mason was appointed 
in his stead. 

An address was afterwards delivered by Professor 
PritcHarp on “Some of the Fistulous wounds affect- 
ing the Horse,” a report of which will appear in The 
‘Record, 


W. F. Greennaen, Hon. See. 


REVIEW. 
ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 
Aunual Report to December, 1889, 


The statistical tables and the general report which 
form this blue-book contain, as usual, much that is 
very interesting to veterinarians. The report deals 
with the horses and mules at home, in South Africa 
and in Egypt. | 

At home there are 15,027 troop horses, 238 mules, | 
1,671 chargers. The mortality has been 2°31 per 
cent. The total admissions for treatment 58-47 per 
cent. and the average number of days each horse 
remained under treatment was 23-—rather a long 
time? — 

“ There is not a case of glanders or farcy to record 
among the horses of the army in this country” is a 
statement reflecting the very greatest credit upon 
the army veterinary department and it is a proud 
boast to be able to say that no other European arm 
can make a similar assertion, : 

As to the ages of the horses we are told “the 
largest number were 7 years old but between 5 and 

7 they Were the most numerous.” The average was 
. years 4 months, and there were seven horses over 
20, The number of horses cast or sold during the | 
year was 1.408 or 10°56 per cent of the total meen th; | 
a — realized an average of £11 2s, 2d nd 
highe op ~ a price being four guineas and the 
me oe Veterinary School at Aldershot is said | 

ve given great satisfaction, and was attended 
by 112 officers, and 132 farriers, We are tol : 
“ An infirmary attach eh 
Me ag y = — to the school for practical 
the value of the Sateen ‘impart ee 
rs fer imparted. In the in- 

rmary the class assembles daily, see ll 
assists in carrying out the t 2 eae 
eae eae the treatment. The men are 

ght to record in their note-books all «; 
by them, 80 as to make them observ dtoreste 
their notes of value in the fut rm whee 
this, of course, depends upon hat 3 an 

pon what is taught, but it 








may very easily achieve a result most detrimental 
to the civil practitioner. The men attending the 
school obtain a certificate before leaving. What is 
to hinder them retiring from the service, having the. 
certificate framed, and starting praciice under thesign 
of “John Smith, Farrier 

(Certificated), Army Veterinary School.” 

Would not such a man be a much more «langerous 
rival than the village borse-shovrsume of our 
own profession are afraid to have registered ? 
This clinically - instructed Army Farrier we 
cannot stop —his title is legal. We have stupidly 
lost a grand opportunity to give the word ~ Farrier” 
a definite significance as ‘‘Shoeing-smith.” The 
country practitioners,misled by men who cannotsee be- 
yond the present day, are trying to prevent “ Farrier” 
being used as the name for a horse-shoer, but the 
Army Veterinary Department is carefully training 
men in infirmary practice. granting them certificates 
and turning them out as “ Farriers” or “ Farrier- 
Majors.” Some day our profession will waken up 
to the value of the course taken by its leaders—but 
it will then be ¢oo late. 

The new system of shoeing has been satisfactorily 
carried on, and the instruction of soldiers in cold- 
shoeing maintained. This “ new system ” consists in 
using machine-made shoes, and teaching the ordinary 
soldier (infantry and marines as well as cavalry) to 
nail them on somehow. The report tells us that the 
number of men at present in the ranks competent to 
shoe is 586. There are also under instruction as 
** Cold-shoers ” 166 men. 

This brilliant new system was further explained 
some time since in a lecture at the United Service 
Institution, from which we gather that it ‘ abolishes 
shoe and nail making to the extent of three-fourths 
of the supply required.” The one-fourth is still 
made, so that Army farriers may not forget how to 
use a hammer. but we fancy the men will soon be- 
come very curious mechanics. The “soldier-shoer” 
is a sort of make-shift: article who can take the far- 
rier’s place on active service, and might be apolo- 
gised for on the principle of “ any port in a storm” ; 
but this is not the estimate put on him by his in- 
ventor. Dr. Fleming, in his lecture, says ‘“‘any man 
of ordinary intelligence can be taught to shoe 
sufficiently well in bout three months.” The degree 
of excellence marked by our italics may possibly do 
for the Army—it would not do for the civilian. 
“ Taught to shoe’ is a comparative expression. _ 

One more advantage the Infantry and Marie 
Shoer may claim—he affords the Sergeant-farrier, 
“instead of wasting his time in shoe-making.” °P- 
portunity for instructing the men in shoeing, 4” 
after being specially trained at the Army Veterinary 
School joining the Field Veterinary Hospital Staff. 
When the scheme is fairly in operation 4 further 
problem will be solved, “ which will give larg? 
number of skilled Veterinary Hospital Assistants. 
We hardly think the Cold-shoer” will turn ou! 
very useful to the British Army, and we are per 
fectly convinced that the “Certificated Farrier , 
and the “Skilled Veterinary Hospital Assistant 
when they leave the Service will not be advante 
geous to the veterinary practitioner. 
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Prolably every veterinari:n taking up the Army 
Report will be most intereste:| in the results of the 
extensive trials given to a surgical operation for 
the cure of Roaring. It is now about three years 
since the first experiments were made, and we see 
from tables in the report that 199 Rvarers were 
sold, whilst 223 were admitted for treatment during 
1889. We quite expected some distinct statement 
on this matter, but it does not even obtain a 
separate paragraph. It is disposed of in a few 
lines in the section devoted to “ Diseases of the 
Chest and Air-passages” thus—‘As a detailed 
statement of the results of surgical treatment for 
this condition would occupy too much space here, a 
special report on the subject is being prepared.” 
How much more honest it would have been to have 
told the truth, and said—This operation has proved 
a miserable failure, many horses, previously useful, 
have been operated on and rendered useless; the 
number cast as “ Roarers” has increased in exact 
proportion to the frequency of the operation, and no 
doubt when it is abandoned the Army will show a 
decrease in the per centage of laryngeal disease 
“admitted for treatment.” 

It is not easy to gain much information from the 
Statistical Tables. In one we see that for Roaring 
there were— 

Total under Treatment. Cured. Relieved. Destroyed. 


223 set pts ie 14 


In another we find that 199 were sold or cast, and 
we wonder what came of the 103 “relieved.” Be- 
fore operative procedure was adopted, the average 
number of Roarers -‘cast and sold” was about 63 
perannum. This year no less than 218 died or 
were sold, whilst only 223 are returned as under 
treatment. The balance of ten we cannot reconcile 
with the numbers given as “ cured” or ‘ relieved,” 
unless by the supposition that they are included in 


those sold as unfit for Army work. Possibly the | 


“special report,” when it appears, will make all 
this clear. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE 
VETERINARY PROFESSION IN MANITOBA. 


We give below the chief points in the Act just 
obtained by our brethren in one of the Canadian 
Provinces. 


Her Majesty, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of 
Manitoba, enacts as follows :— 

_ This Act may be cited as “'The Veterinary Asso- 
Clation Act, 1890.” 

All persons being duly qualified and registered 
under the provisions of this Act to practice as 
Veterinary ‘surgeons shall constitute ‘The Veteri- 
nary Association of.:Manitoba.”’ 





The Association heretofore incorporated under 
the name of ‘The Veterinary Association of Mani- 
toba.” is hereby continued, and the same being here- 
after constituted in manner aforesaid shall be a 
body politic and corporate by the name. aforesaid, 
having perpetual succession and a common seal, and 
power to sue and be sued. 

The following persons shall be entitled to be 
registered as hereinafter provided : 

(a) Graduates of the veterinary school established 
under the provisions of this Act. 

(b) Persons who at the time of the passing of 
this Act were members in good standing of the 
Veterinary Assuciation of Manitoba and were re- 
gistered under the provisions of the Act chaptered 
eighteen of the Statutes of the Province of Manitoba, 
passed in the Forty-fourth year of Her Majesty’s 
reign, and the Acts amending the same. 

(c) Persons possessing a diploma or certificate of 
admission as veterinary surgeons in any part of 
Her Majesty’s Dominions by any body empowered 
by law to grant such diploma upen their passing 
such examination as the Council] may prescribe. 

There shall be general meetings of the Associa- 
tion as hereinafter provided, and there shall be a 
council to direct and manage the affairs thereof. 

The council of the Association shall be composed 
of not less than five and not more than seven 
members. 

The members of such council shall be elected for 
the period of one year, but any member may resign 
at any time by letter addressed to the registrar, and 
upon the death. resignation, or removal from Mani- 
toba of any member of the council, it shall be 
lawful for the council to elect some other person, 
being a member of the Association, to supply the 
vacancy so made. 


The council shall. at the first meeting after the 
election of the council in each year, appoint a regis- 
trar, and such other officers as the said council may 
consider necéssary, and shall elect, from their num- 
ber, a president. vice-president, and treasurer. 


It shall be the duty of the registrar of the Asso- 
ciation, immediately on his appointment, to make 
and keep a correct register in accordance with the 
provisions of this Act of all persons who shall be 
entitled to be registered under this Act, and, from 
time to time, to make all necessary alterations in 
the addresses of persons registered under this Act. 


Any person registered under the provisions of this 
Act, and no other. shall be entitled “ Veterinary 
Surgeon,” and shall be entitled to practise as such, 
and to demand and recover reasonable charges for 
professional services, and the costs of any medicine 
or other medical appliances supplied by him in his 
professional capacity. 

The name of any person who is in default, in 
respect of any fees payable by him to the Associa- 
tion, may, by a resolution of the Council, be removed 
from the register, whereupon such person shall 
cease to have any of the privileges of a veterinary 
surgeon under this Act. 

No person shall be appointed as district veterina- 
rian, or as a veterinary surgeon, in any branch of 
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the public service of the Province, unless registered 
under the provisions of this Act. 
Any person, other than those so registered as 
aforesaid, who appends to his name “ Veterinary 
Surgeon,” or any abbreviation thereof, implying or 
calculated to lead people to infer that he is, or is 
recognised by law as a veterinary surgeon, 01 that 
he possesses a diploma or certificate from any college 
or association authorised to grant such diploma or 
certificate, or who prescribes or administers medicine 
for animals for hire, gain, or hope of reward, or 
who in any way practises, or pretends or assames 
to practise asa veterinary surgeon, for hire, gain, or 
hope of reward, shall be liable, for the first offence, 
to a fine of not less than twenty, and not more than 
one hundred dollars, and the costs of prosecution ; 
and for a second offence the penalty shall be not 
less that fifty, and not more than two hundred 
dollars and the costs of prosecution, to be recovered 
by summary conviction before any two justices of 
the peace, one of whom may take the information 
and issue the summons, or befure a police magistrate, 
one moiety of the fine to belong to the prosecutor 
and the other to the treasurer of the Association for 
the use thereof. In defanlt of payment. the person. 
convicted shall be liable to imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding two months for a first offence, 
and not exceeding four months for any subsequent 
offence. Provided this section shall not apply to 
any charge for the castration or spaying of any 
animal, 

In any prosecution under this Act the onus shall 
be upon the defeudant, or the party charged with 
an offence against this Act, to prove that he is 
entitled to practice as a veterinary surgeon and to 
assume the title thereof, and the production of a 
certificate purporting to be signed and issued by 
the registrar and under the seal of the Association, 
and purporting to be issued pursuant to the provi- 
sions of section nineteen of this Act, shall be prima 
facie evidence that he is so entitled. 

The council of the Association. with the concur- 
rence of a majority of the members duly expressed 
at any general meeting, may establish, carry on, 
and Manage, a veterinary school for the instruction of 
pupils by competent and approved technical teachers 
in the science and practice of the veterinary art, and 
may arrange for the examination of such pupils. 
And _ the council may prescribe preliminary and 
other examinations, and may appoint and pay ex- 
aminers, all of which shall be regulated by such 
rules and by-laws as the council may enact anil 
candidates and pupils shall pay such fees as the 
council may impose. 

The said Association shall have power to acquire 
and hold real estate, not exceeding at any time in 
annual value five thousand dollars, and the same. or 
any part thereof, to alienate, exchange, and other. 
wise charge as occasion may require, and may erect 
buildings suited for such scheme, and for lectures 
and teachers in connection therewith, and for a 


library and for other purpose ; : 
of the Association. a ae objects 
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FATAL CASE OF GLANDERS IN A 
VETERINARIAN. 


Dr. Hartge, writing in the St. Petersburger Medi- 
cinische Wochenschrift, gives an account of a case of 
a veterinary surgeon who had been engage: in treat- 
ing horses for glanders, and had subseyucutly worked 
in the laboratory of the Dorpat Veterinary Institute 
at bacteriological investigations of this disease. 
During last November, while he was working in 
tle laboratory, he had an attack of influenza which 
kept him three days in bed, and which was fol- 
lowed by a severe and persistent cough, for which 
he was advised to keep indoors. He did not follow 
this advice, and about three weeks after having re- 
turned to work was seized with a rigor and a feeling 
of discomfort in the chest, which was followed by 
stabbing pains in the side. On examination he was 
found to be suffering from bronchitis and catarrhal 
pneumonia, which were supposed to be consequences 
of the influenza. There was then no albuminuria, 
and the temperature was not more than a degree 
above normal. On the sixth day, however, a con- 
siderable quantity of albumen was found in the 
urine, and the temperature was 40°69, On the 
seventh day the lungs still appeared to. be affected 
with capillary bronchitis. There was little cough, 
but the sputum was tinged with blood. The patient 
now began to complain cf severe pains in the joints 
of the feet, which were tender, but no swelling 
could be detected. The next day the knees became 
painful, and a slight swelling could be detected 
around the ankle-joint, which was excessively pain- 
ful; some small red eminences appeared in the 
neighbourhood similar to those of erythema 
nodosum, and the knee-joint was swollen and dis- 
tended with fluid. The next day (the ninth) the 
patient was generally worse, and there was dyspnea, 
but it was not until the tenth day that the infec- 
tious nature of the disease was suspected. The 
raised spots became livid, and there were streaks of 
lymphangitic character about the feet. The nose 
and face became red and swollen, and there was 4 
sanguineo-serous nasal discharge. The diagnosis 
was fully cleared up on the examination of this dis- 
charge at the Veterinary Institute, by the detection 
in it of Loffler’s glanders bacilli. The next day 
pustules bruke out in various parts, and great 
numbers of Loffler’s bacilli were found in the pus 
contained in them, with a remarkable absence of 
other micro-organisms, The patient died on the 
twelfth day. A post-mortem examination could not 
be obtained. Dr. Hartge remarks upon the diffi- 
culties of diagnosis which glanders frequently 
presents. At first the symptoms are so little dis- 
tinctive that diagnosis is usually impossible ; sub- 
sequently they may be mistaken for those of pye™'4, 
and in chronic cases for those of syphilis or tuberct- 
losis. In the present case the nature of the disease 
was masked by the catarrhal pneumonia which was 
present. The true proof, of course, is the detection 
of the glanders bacilli of Loffler and Schiitz. In 





The Act came into force on the 31st March, 1890 


this case not only were these found, but guinea-pigs 
and mice which were inoculated with the nasal dis- 
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charge became affected by the disease. In acute 
cases, according to Dr. Hartge, the prognosis is 
always bad; in chronic cases about 50 per cent. re- 
cover. The incubation stage is generally from three 
to five days, but may last longer.— Lancet. 


4 TALE OF GORE. 


In The Animal World for August is a very full 
report of the Annual Meeting of the R.S.P.C.A. In 
one vf the speeches addressed to the andience 
(mostly ladies) we read- 


“In the practice of my profession I have been obliged, 
unfortunately, to come a good deal in contact with 
animal suffering, and I am sorry to say it has often 
been my lot to bear testimony to the terrible cruelties 
inflicted on them. Still worse than this, I have also 
had cases under my notice in which the offenders have 
escaped punishment, although guilty of great brutality. 
Let me give you an instance. A horse was travelled 
from one of the suburts of London into the country 
not many months ago. It was walked by night—a very 
dark night having been selected, probably by design— 
a distance of seven miles, to be destroyed. The poor 
brute marched along the road, and people within « mile 
and a half of its destination saw it suffering grext dis- 
tress. In the morning a horse’s foot was found upon 
the roadway, and, horrible to relate, it was discovered 
that the foot had actually broken off from disease 
whilst the poor animal was ‘being forced along its 
journey. But the tale of suffering does not end here: 
the horse was not destroyed that night, but kept until 
the next morning before being put out of its misery. 
This case was tried before a stipendiary magistrate, who 
very rightly awarded the knacker a month’s imprison- 
ment for his almost unexampled barbarity. The de- 
fendant, however, appealed against the sentence, and the 
case came on for re-hearing at one of the courts in 
London before a judge, who, after hearing the experts’ 
evidence on both sides, would not even listen to the 
facts, but quashed the conviction.” 


The speaker was Dr. Fleming, who had been a 
Withess in this very case. and therefore knew all 
the facts. No one at the meeting probably ever 
(reamed that his statements were not perfectly 
true, or that a man in his position would stoop to 
paltry prevarication. The horse referred to was 
uumerved. but to have said this would have spoiled 
the effect of a gory sensation. ‘The defendant, who 
was accused of “unexampled barbarity,” was ac- 
ae by a Judge on appeal, and we should think 
ne teenaged the accusation. At the trial expert 
hoa were called on the opposite side to Dr. 
on ig - gave thein opinion that the case was 
Pritchard. Bs - The experts were Professor 
and W. lessrs. Ed. Coleman. C. J. Humphrey, 
deliberst ee who would not make a 
on ae y alse statement, either in tie witness- 
hei, . speech. The special horror of 
of "sme, + the loss of the foot, not in the fact 
above ‘the Pg might be due to some swelling 
Mabie ener oe Theie was no sensation in the 
pain, and no cruelty. 


Q.E.D. 





ALLEGED NEGLECT BY A VETERINARY 
SURGEON. 





Henry Leigh v. James E,. Aiusworth—Mr. Hislop, of 
Manchester, appeared for the plaintiff, a hay and straw 
dealer, of Stanley Street, Bury, who sued the defendant, 
a veterinary surgeon, of Wolmersey Road, for whom 
Mr. Butcher appeared, to recover £50 for negligence 
during the confinement of a mare, in consequence of 
which the mare lost her life—Mr. Hislop, in opening 
the case, said that the plaintiff had a mare which was 
about to foal, and when going away told his manager to 
send fora Mr. Booth. Booth went to the mare, and 
seeing that medical assistance was required at once went 
for the defendant between two and three o’clock in the 
morning. The defendant went to see the mare, and 
after examining her went back to get a draught. He 
returned to the mare about half-past eight o’clock in the 
morning, and after looking at. the animal he went away, 
saying he would return at ten o’clock. The mare had 
been in pain many hours, and the question would be as 
to whether she should have foaled earlier. At ten 
o’clock the defendant neglected to attend the mare ; he 
told one of the men that he should refuse to attend, and 
they had to get someone else. Mr. Noar was afterwards 
called in, and Mr. Wren, who was then managing Mr. 
Polding’s business, assisted. | The mare died in conse- 
quence of the negligence and from exhaustion. He con- 
tended that a professional man should give a reasonable 
notice if he declined to go on with the case.—Mr. Noar, 
veterinary surgeon, who was called in, stated the con- 
dition of the mare and what he did to foal it. In reply 
to Mr. Butcher, he said he could not say if he had been 
called in at first; he could have saved the mare.—Her- 
bert Booth said when the defendant said he would not 
see the mare again witness said, “ You will not let the 
mare die on her legs.’”’ Witness had been apprenticed 
to a veterinary surgeon, but had never foaled a mare in 
his life——Joseph Heywood, brother-in-law to and mana- 
ger for the plaintiff, denied that the defendant stated 
that he should decline to perform an operation on the 
animal until he had the consent of the owner.—Richard 
Haughton, a carter, corroborated—Wm. Kay, a cab- 
driver, and Jacob Bradbury also gave evidence.—Mr. 
Noar was recalled and said that if the mare had been 
foaled when the defendant was first called in the animal 
might have had a better chance, and might have been 
foaled with safety —Augustus Burney Wren, veterinary 
surgeon, said he was called in by Booth to see the mare 
and stated that he assisted Mr. Noar to get the foal 
away. He was of the cpinion that inflammation had 
arisen through her having been left too long alone, and 
that she should have been foaled earliei on. In cross- 
examination witness said it was a case for prompt 
action.—This being the plaintiff’s case the defendant 
was examined by Mr. Butcher. He said he was a 
veterinary surgeon and had practised in Bury for 13 
years. He was called to the mare by Booth between 
half-past three and four o’clock in the morning. Booth 
told him he had partly foaled the mare but could not 
complete it. He described the condition of the animal, 
and said she was ip great pain and much exhausted. An 
attempt had been made to get the foal away and there 
was blood about. He made an examination of the 
mare. He told Booth that the foul had been dead some 
time, as it was stone cold. He said that an operation 
would have to be performed which would endanger the 
life of the mare, and if he operated upon her it would be 
only with the owners’s consent, as he had had no account 
with Mr. Lee, and that it was not right to operate while 
the «wner was absent. When Mr. Wren was seen go- 
ing up Stanley Street, Booth said he would call him in 
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and see if he could relieve the mare. 
twice. 
would recover.—Cross-examined :, What the plaintiff's 
witnesses had said about his getting a draught and hooks 
for the mare was perfectly untrue. When he left the 

laintiff’s place at three o’clock in the morning he told 
Booth to send for him if he were wanted. He called at 
the place on his way down to the surgery —His Honour 
said; Do you consider it your duty, if you had been 
called in to a mare, to walk away and leave the mare un- 
less you have authority of thé owner /—Defendant : 
Either the owner or someone who was responsible.—His 
‘Honour: Assuming that you cannot get at the owner 


and you have had sufficient authority to be called in, do | 


you think it your duty to walk away and leave the mare 
without an effort to assist her /—Yes.—His Honour: I 


am asking you an abstract question which will guide my | 
You knew as a veterinary surgeon that the | 
mare would die, and yet you would leave it unattended / | 
Yes.—Alexander Montgomery and Richard Ainsworth | 


opinion. 


also gave evidence.—William Augustus Taylor, of Man- 
chester, said he had been in practice as a veterinary sur- 
geon for 20 years, Taking the evidence given by the 


defendant and the condition of the mare and foal he | 


should look upon it as a dangerous case. In answer to 
His Honour, witness said that when a veterinary sur- 


geon was called in where the person was not a client, | 


and where ap animal was in the condition the plaintiff’s 
mare was, there were two courses open, either to relieve 
the mare as early as possible or to have nothing to do 
with the case.—Mr. Butcher said that that was an alter- 
native claim, one for the injury and negligence of the 
defendant as a veterinary surgeon, and another because 
of breach of contract. With regard to the first case 


His Honour must be satistied that there had been neg- | 


ligence. He denied that the defendant had entered 
into a contract to deliver the mare under all cireum- 
stances. He contended that all his client undertook to 
do was to examine the mare and to see if he could not 
deliver the mare by natural means. The plaintiff had 


He saw the mare | surgeons, nor having held at the time of the passing of 
He did not think from the first that the mare | the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881; a veterinary cer- 


tificate of the Highland and Agricultural Society of 
Scotland.—Mr. Craven (instructed by Mr. Thatcher, the 
College solicitor) appeared to prosecute, and said the 
charges were shortly for practising under an assumed 
qualification, and for using a title to which defendant 
was not entitled —Defendant admitted that he was not 
duly qualified, but said he was practising under a 
properly qualified an.—On the advice of the Chairman, 
he pleaded not guilty in order to be able to raise any 
defence he thought fit afterwards—Mr. Craven said 
there could be no doubt that the defendant, either alone 
or in association with someone else, had been practising 
as a veterinary surgeon, and had been using the initials 
M.R.C.V.S. For some months past he had had an 
office or surgery at the York Hotel, and in front of the 
house there was a sign with the words—* Muir and 
Wilson, M.R.C.V.S., Veterinary Surgeons,” and this 
sign had been illegally, and, as he submitted, im- 
pudently, kept up after a remonstrance had been ad- 
dressed to him by the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, to whom defendant had made a promise to 
have it removed. As he had not done so, the Council of 
the College had no alternative but to take these proceed- 
ings. Mr. Craven was proceeding to refer to an adver- 
tisement of the defendant’s business which had appeared 
in a newspaper, but the chairman held that this could 
not be gone into unless proof was to be adduced that 
defendant authorised the advertisement.—Mr. Craven 
said he had still stronger evidence to submit in a settled 
note signed by the defendant, on which both the words 
“ Veterinary Surgeons” and the initials “ M.R.C.V.S.” 
were attached to the names of Muir and Wilson ; and a 
police-constable would be cailed who had recently occa- 
_sion to ask the defendant for his name and address, and 
_ he would produce a business card which the defendant 
gave him containing the same. The register of veteri- 
nary surgeons was also produced to show that the de- 
_fendant’s name did not appear there-——Henry Ogden, of 


| 


failed in his proof of a contract, and it was not estab- | Millwood, was called to prove the exhibition of the de- 
lished that the mare would have recovered if the opera- | fendant’s sign at the York Hotel, and of asomewhat similar 
tion had taken place at half-past three o’clock, and one at Portsmouth, and he said he knew personally that 
therefore that the death was due to the defendant’s | defendant had been practising as a veterinary surgeou in 


negligence.—His Honour said that the whole of the 
evidence pointed to the fact that the defendant accepted 
a retainer, so to put it, to attend the mare profes- 
sionally. Assuming that the mare. had been at- 
tended at the time the defendant was called in 


would he ot in all probability have saved the | 


mare! No one would have said it would have been 
a certainty, and Mr. Taylor had said it was a dan- 
oo snag there was always a certain amount 
of danger w 

ger whan the foal had gone wrong, but there 


would have been a greater probability of the mare | 


surviving the operation if she had been properl 
attended to when the defendant was called 5 Pthe 


evidence was established that the defendant had. 


neglected his duty—His Honour j 

ad hi gave judgment f 
the plaintiff for £43 3s. and costs. —This ay “roe 
several hours.—The Bury Times. 


CONVICTION UNDER THE VETERI 
SURGEONS’ ACT. wd 


On July 30th, at Todmorden Petty Sessi 

W ame peg eg mary Walsden, eee ee 
instance o e Royal College of Veteri . 
London, for unlawfully A initials pon Be afte whe 
name stating or implying that he was a member of 8 h 
college, he not being a member thereof ; also for oe 
the title of veterinary surgeon or veterinary autibease 
he not being at the time on the register of vetdtinary 


| the district—A son of the late Henry Greenwood, Kiln- 
hurst, attended and identified a settled bill of the de- 
fendant’s which had been found among his father’s 
papers, on which the alleged unauthorised initials, &e., 
were printed.—Police-constable Larmoth produced the 
business card defendant gave him on the’ 15th July.— 
| Defendant said that about two and a half years ago he 
was assistant to a qualified member of the Royal College 
of Surgeons. His master ran away and left his creditor’. 
He (defendant) had got the business, and hardly knew 
what to do with the connection, having no money. He 
met Mr. Muir in Nottingham, and mentioned the matter 
to him, and he said “I am very sorry for you, Mr. 
Wilson. I am not staying very long in this district. but 
you can use my name, and it will help you through unt 
_Suca time as you can take your degree.”’ He acted under 

his sanction and authority for two and a half years down 

in the Midland counties, and no remonstrance or warl- 

ing had been made to him all that time. These proceed: 
_ings were the first intimation he had had that he was 
| doing what was illegal— The Bench imposed a fine of £1 
_and costs £1 1s. 6d. in each case (including the advocate § 
fee). A week was allowed for payment. 


A “Vet” in the Lock-up. 
__ Lawrence Wilson, veterinary surgeon, Pasture-side 
| (who had neglected to answer a summons te appeal ® 
| the Petty Sessions to answer a charge of drunkenness), 


‘was brought up, having been apprehended under 4 wal: 
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rant the previous afternoon. He pleaded guilty to being 
drunk, and said he had no idea that they issued warrants 
for non-appearance in cases of this kind, or he should 
certainly have appeared.—Fined 10s. and costs 26s., or 
14 days’ hard labour. Prisoner paid part of the penalty 
at once, and said the balance would be paid that day.— 
Todmorden Advertiser. : 


Can Consumption be cured ? 


The chief incident connected with the Medical 
Congress at Berlin is the great impression mde on 
the whole assembly, and—not least of all—on the 
chief British representatives of the profession, by 
Professor Robert Koch’s declaration connected with 
his experiments on the bacillus of tuberculosis, The 
renowned discoverer both of this and the cholera 
bacillus hopes that he is on the right track towards 
finding what will prove to be a remedy capable of 
curing consumption. He has come across several 
substances that will destroy the bacillus in question 
when acting upon it outside the diseased organ, and 
one that—as he is himself persuaded—will destroy 
it within the affected part itself. So far his experi- 
ments have not been made on human beings, but on 
animals; but several eminent physicians consider 


that what takes effect on vertebrate animals can be | 


applied with success to the human frame alsv. The 
eminent bacteriologist, however. has wisely noi men- 


tioned what are the component parts of his. remedy, | 
so that it is not likely that rash experiments will be 
made before he is in a position to make some more 


confident and definite statement. Professor Koch 
appears tu be inwardly convinced himself. and to be 
only waiting till he has overwhelming evidence to 
lay before the world.-—Pall Mall Gazette. 


Purse in a Cow’s Stomach. 


On the 29th ult., a womar travelling between | 
Liverpool and Longtown sat down by the third | 
milestone from Carlisle. at Harker, to rest and take | 


some refreshment she had in a bag. ‘To open the’ 
bag she had to take her purse from her pocket and | 
get therefrom her key. Intending to replace the 

purse in her pocket, she had slipped it down the side | 
of her dress among the grass. Arrived at Longtown, | 
she was dismayed to find her purse gone. She drove | 
back at once in company with Mr. Murray to the | 
spot. but the purse was not to be found. So the’ 
matter remained until a cow sold by Messrs. Barton, | 
Carlisle. at the Auction Mart was killed. In her 

stomach was found the lost purse, with contents in- 
tact—gold, silver, copper, postage stamps, and the 

Woman’s return ticket to Liverpool. It seems the | 
cow had been driven past the spot about half-an- 
hour after the woman had resumed her journey, 
and obviously had picked up the purse, and, without 
chewing, swallowed it. 


Royal Northern Agricultural Show. 
Horsz-Suorrne. 

A horse-shoeing competition commenced at half- 
~ nine in the morning, and was in progress till 
. in the afternoon. Eleven smiths entered, and 

1 the whole, excellent work was accomplished 





| inhalation it feels as ifa cat had been clawrin your 


‘throat. If you don’t believe me, try it. The name is 


j 


| 


under the eye of the judge, Mr. Wm. Duncanson, of 
Paisley. The time allowed to make and fit two 
fore’ shoes was one and a half hours, which was 
found to be ample for the purpose. Mr. Bruce, 
Belmont Street, Aberdeen. made excellent work, 
and well deserved the first prize. The second prize 
went to Mr. Balneaves. Ferrier Lane, Aberdeen ; 
and the third to Mr. (ieo. Florence. The judge 
expressed himself highly satisfied with all the work, 
and was most particular that the shoes should be 
perfectly cooled before !-eing applied to the hoofs, 

[ We fail to find Mr. Duncanson’s name on the Register 
of Veterinary Surgeons and therefore conclude he is a 
practical Farrier. ,So prominent a Society would surely 
| neverselect an amateur as a judge of Horse-shoeing. Ed.| 





| Chlorine Expounded. 


| Ata recent social meeting of the Westminster College 
| of Pharmacy Club, Mr. Lovibond, a student at the 
| college, delivered a lecture on chlorine :— 


| To begin with, gentlemen, what is chlorine? It is an 


element. Chlorine is so called because after prolonged 


supposed by some to be derived from the Greek word 
chloros, a stench, but Archimedes, in his play, “The 
Turning of the Screw,’ informs us that : 
Alpha beta gamma delta 
Epsilon zeta eta theta iota kappa lambda, 

and from this we deduce the theory that the idiosyn- 
crasies of the polymers and polymermaids of the genus 
homo are idiomatic with the vernacular of the conic 
section, differentiated by the calculus prevailing in the 
isoclinic demarkation, usually inversely as the square of 
the radius reckoned on the sum of the difference be- 
tween the real and magnetic meridians. In support of 
this theory, Faraday discovered that the parabola de- 
scribed by Socrates on his descent into the volcano was 
hypothetically zygomorphic with the rectillinear declina- 
tion of the chaotic atomicity of incipient molecular 
coagulation. And further, that the volume of gases em- 
ployed in this reaction may be calorimetrically estimated 
by the diverse isonoclism of their hebdomadal superero- 
gation. And may be calculated into chlorine by dividing 
the tangent of their angle of dextro-rotation into the 
square root of the specific volume. Chlorine may be 
made in many ways. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 





VETS. ASSISTANTS. 


Sir,—I have been pleased to read the facts given by 
Mr. Leeney, and quite endorse every word of his letters, 
and if “ A Student ”’ was living in my locality he would, 
I am afraid, be under the painful necessity of admitting 
the same. I myself was articled with a country Vet. 
(thorough practical man) for four years. When I should 
have gone to College pecuniary circumstances prevented 
me from enjoying the sessions there and obtaining my 
diploma. What wasI to do! I went as assistant in a 
good, mixed country practice at £25 in the house, and 
before leaving received £35, while a qualified young man 
close to me has not been able, as “ Practical” says, 
to earn his own horse. The question I want to ask, 
Sir, is—What amI todo! I spent my time and the 
best. of my life in the profession, and then, just 
when I was in need of the theoretical part of the 
business, I was prevented by circumstances before 
given. Yet I find I am now being continually called 
in to cases in preference to the M.R.C.V.S., so that 
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while having a great regard for Members, I have my own 
livelihood to earn, and—as “ Practical’’ says, “tell it not 
in Gath”—I have to do the castrating and spaying 
simply because the qualified man is not able to do it, and 
the farmers will have it done. I trust that by this time 
“4 Student” will be convinced that his theoretical 
knowledge, without practical knowledge, is almost useless. 
At the same time, without the diploma, the practical 
man is lost, except in rare cases, as my own, where he 
is known, and clients have confidence in him. Thank- 
ing you in anticipation for inserting this, yours, 
! A Wovu.p-BE MEMBER. 


THE UNREAD LETTER. 


Sir,—I learn from your last number that a letter, 
directed by me to the President and Council of the 
R.C.V.S., was considered libellous by one member, and 
I notice that his and other comments are published, while 
my communication is suppressed. To leave no doubt 
‘as to the character and purport of this letter, and to 
dispose of the question of “ privilege,” I herewith send 
you a copy for publication. At the same time, I cannot 
refrain from commenting on the conduct of the member 
referred to, who has endeavoured to vilify me on more 
than one occasion, and who, most improperly, ascribes to 
me dishonourable motives. It is adisgraceful untruth 
to say that I have addressed letters to the Council) “for 
the purpose of dving that which I fear to do straight in 

the face of the party I wish to attack.” 

I have no wish to needlessly attack anyone; but I 
have already fought and gained one libel action for the 
purpose of exposing imposture, and to purge the Ex- 
amining Board I am prepared, if necessary, to fight 
another. My name will always be found on my writings, 
and if the latter are not always agreeable, they at least 
possess the qualification of being truthful to my lights, 
in which respect, I think, they will bear favourable com- 
parison with those of my critic. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Jno. A. W. Dotiar. 
[Copy. | . 
‘To the President and Council R.C.V.S. 
: ; 31/5/90. 
_ Sirs,—I wish for the second time to draw Po. tae 
tion to the following paragraph from the Veteri nary 
Journal for April, 1890 :— 


“ We are in a position to state that our correspondent 
passed a better all-round examination for the Fellowship 
degree than his very clever, refined and amusing critic 
did.—Editor Veterinary Journal.” 


When the Council suspended certain students of 
the the 
Royal (Dick’s) Veterinary College for alleged complicity 
- the ge disturbances they refused to produce 
the marks of the suspended students, pleadi 
— was seiclingnd: Riadeeent 
nder the circumstances I wish respectfully to ask— 
(1) se — — the Fellowship men ag which 
are never published, le: ivil i 
ees , ‘ess privileged than the Membership 
(2) Whether an examiner who betra ivi 
exali ys such privilege 
A - ; 
——* 0s ag ill-will may not reject a candidate for 
(3) Whether the exhibition of 
Vheth personal feeling by 
an examiner is not likely to hind i 
themselves for enunladtien } ee a 
(4) Whether you purpose takin 
‘ g any, and 
action to prevent a recurrence of the sondosi alluded te} 
I am, Sirs, 
Your humble servant, 
Jno. A. W. Dotan, M.R.C.V.S, 





A DISCLAIMER. 
Sir, 

I had not intended noticing your remarks referring to 
myself in the Veterinary Record of July 26th, in which 
I am: credited with being “an eminent tactician ”— 
presumably in election matters, and not as a Veterinary 
Practitioner (?) But as you have done me the honour 
of alluding a second time to my brief utterauces at the 
last meeting of Council, I feel called upon to reply. 

I disclaim any personal feeling. The question before 
the Council was the nomination of six members of the 
profession to serve on the Committee of the Farriers’ 
Company. 

I ventured to state that the election should be by bal- 
lot, as had been customary, although probably irregulari- 
ties in that respect may occasionally have crept in. 

To say that the names of six gentlemen had been sent 
in by the President, to act pro tem is not to bind the 
Council to accept those gentlemen. They were only so 
nominated to fill an immediate requirement of the Far- 
riers’ Company, and before a Council meeting could 
be held. 

Dr. Fleming objected to serve on the Committee as 
so nominated. 

What other course could rightly be taken than to 
elect by ballot ? 

That the Council desired that Dr. Fleming should be 
one of its members, the result of the voting proves 
beyond doubt ; and that it did not want either Mr. 
Hunting or Mr. Cartledge was beyond question. I how- 
ever do not complain, “ Let the galled jade wince ; our 
withers are unwrung.”” Nor surely would Mr. Hunting 
like to have been elected by a “ fluke,’ and against 
the manifest wishes of a majority. 

Now as to your allusion to the letter read at the meet- 
ing and to which reading I objected. You conclude too 
hastily when you infer that [ knew nothing of the con- 
tents of the letter previous to its being before the 
Council. I did know the sense of the letter, and I said 
then and I say now that it was a matter with which the 
Council had nothing whatever to do, and this the Coun- 
cil fully endorsed by treating it with contempt. Your 
reporter must have mistaken me when he makes me say 
that it was “a quarrel between journalists.” | What I 
believe I said was that “ we had no control over journal- 
ists’ in what they chose to insert in the periodicals. 
This was in reply to the remark that it was hoped the 
letter received would not be printed. , 

I observe that the report which appears elsewhere 
differs from that of your representative. 

I trust now that I may not appear either in the eyes 
of the Editor of the Record, or in those of the readers of 
that paper, to merit the not over-polite remark of being 
“untrue and ridiculous” in my statements. 

I am, yours faithfully, 


Norfolk St., Sheffield. B. CaRTLEDGE. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


Dear Sir,—May I ask for a slight correction in the 
report of Sir H. Simpson’s notice of motion as to invest- 
ments! The word “rent,” as applied to securities, 
should be “real” ; only a slight verbal difference, but 4 
very considerable one in the character of the investinent. 

Yours truly, G. T. 


(Subscriber, South Dakota.) A new edition of William's 
Works is now in the press—Robertson’s Practice © 
Equine Medicine (new edition). See review 
pages, Vol. IT., p. 353. 
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